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Appeal filed against hijack sentences 

GENOA, Italy (R} — The public prosecutor’s office on Friday 
appealed against sentences handed down by 'an Italian court 
which on Thnrsday convicted Palestinian leader Abu Abbas and 
two aides b£ organising the Mjarfrinp of the cruise finer AcMBe 


•all tire sentences passed by the court, which convicted 11 men, 
including three Palestinians who seized the ship last October. 
Four others wen acquitted (See page 2). The sentences fell weD 
short of the recomipetKiations of the state prosecutor at the trial, 
Luigi Carii, who had called for seven fife sentences and longer jail 
terms far die hijackers. The sources said that the prosecutor's 
office would file a more detailed appeal after .court president, 
.Lbo Monteveide, published a detailed Justification of . how he 
reacted his verdict. This is not expected for two months. 
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King receives 
£?* SS cable from Fahd 

^2 AMMAN (Petra) -His Majesty 

Hussein on .Thursday 
i sj. ■ received a cable from King Fabd 

Ibn Abdul Aziz of Saudi Arabia in 
ska* reply to one which he- sent to the 
Saudi monarch upon his return to 
^ Amman Wednesday after a 
^* Ji ^\|^two-day working. visit to Saudi 
tr |e ans^ Arabia. King Fahd thanked King 
J a . Hussein ft* 1 tfi c brotherly feeling 

S ‘ P xw expressed by him during the visit 
^ and said that he was very pleased 
with the meeting he had with him. 
Kmg Fahd also hoped that such 
meetings will be repeated to serve 
aw- Arab aid 
^bie, cable also 
- her bftfcj continuing 
happiness. 

^i®£j Royal Decree 

■SS 1 'S a pp roves 

c:r ^ bojt^Badran resignation 

^12** AMMAN (J.T.) - A Royal 
i’e seii? r Decree l 1 * 5 approved the 
resignation of Dr. Adnan Badran, 
■“ caccs *Sj;as president of Yarmoufc 
University, according to a report 
, . in Sawt A1 Shaab newspaper on 

□ trial Friday. Or. Badran submitted his 
resignation to the Higher 
-w-v . Education Council last Saturday, 
and die council recommended rts 
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South Sudanese city cut off 

NAIROBI (R) — The southern Sudanese city of Juba is virtually 
cut off because of guerrillas and bandits and food is in short 

reachin 8 Kenya by a air from Juba said Friday. 
I*? repotted that gangs of armed men were robbing convoys of 
bucks loaded with gram sent overland from Uganda and were also 
th ejyu nbyside. The World Food Programme this week 
began airlifting grain from Entebbe to Juba and similar flights 
wore bemg organised by the European Community from Port 
Sudan m the north, officials in Nairobi said. Some three million 
people in Juba and the countryside of Sudan's Equatoria province 
are dependent on the food aid. But the travellers said most of the 
food was disappearing into the hands of southern Sudanese 
secessionist rebels from the Sudan Peoples Liberation Army, 
former Ugandan soldiers who had crossed the frontier 
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Wished the Kinj 
good health . an< 






„ v acceptance to the King. No 
1 >s ‘ successor to Dr. Badran has been 


~ ' - named yet. 
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• - as i» *■ Prince Hassan 
^^valucsAIMahdl 
L 1 * IMS' membership of ATF 

AMMAN-O-TJ- -- JTis ifoyal 
- i5 J 22 J, Highness Grown Prince Hassan, 
•rv vr.t^al !r presftfait of. the Arab Thought 
”*! sU!, ’ * Forum (ATF) highly appreciated 
^ ~ the joining of Mr. Sadeq A1 
^ Mahdi, Sudan’s prime minister, as 

a member of the forum according 

to a report in Sawt AJ Shaab 
newspaper. Mr. AI Mahdi is a 
1957 graduate of .Oxford 
University with honours in the 
fields of economics, philosophy 
and politics. He wrote many 
books, and the latest one is, 
“Sharia Punishment in Islamic 
Social Set-up.” 

Rifai meets Shawa, 
two PLO officials 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
* Minister Zaid RSai on Friday held 
"separate meetings with Rashad 
Shawa, former, mayor of Gaza, 
PLO Executive Committee 
member Befoop EKa Khouri and 
the committee’s representative in 
‘ Abdul Razak Al Yahya. 




aldheiin meets 
l^^ordanian envoy 

(Petra) — Austrian 
- __ Jent Kurt Waldheim- met 
--vith Jordan’s non-resident 
Ambassador to Austria, Adnan Al 
falhouni, during a reception he 
losted o>n ' Thursday on the 
,.j.?^iocaskm of his inauguration as 
- ^ead of state. Mr. Talhouni 
L ^ onveyed the congratulations of 
9 ,H-Iis Majesty King Hussein to Dr. 
• ' ,r ' ^Valdheim and best wishes for 
t . r .- il ‘uccess in the leadership of his 
>eople. Mr. Talhouni met Friday 
,«th former Austrian President 
%l : ’’ludolf Kirchschlaeger and 
' „ -extended to him an invitation cm 

. : i ^>ehalfof the Kmg to vsit Jordan. 
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* Wars’ hurdles, page 5". 
New Swedish tehnis star 
enrages from the XJS ^ 

* 

U^. key interest rate cot 
throws Japanese into 
* ocarfu8km,page7 
Auabm to become more 
self-reliant in defence, 
page 8 


Israelis hovering off 
Sidon after raiding 
‘ Ain Al Hilweh 

10 killed or wounded in naval and air 
barrage after battle with commandos 


SIDON (R) — Israeli planes and gunboats 
hovered off the Sooth Lebanese coast mi 
Friday after an Israeli air raid which killed 
or wounded at least 10 people at a Palestinian 
refugee camp, witnesses said. 


Security sources said two 
Palestinian fighters were killed 
and eight people, including two 
children, were injured when 
Israeli helicopter gunships 
attacked die sprawling ‘Am Al 
Hilweh camp. 

The raid was in apparent 

reprisals an attempted seaborne 

landing on Israel’s northern coast 
hours earlier. Allfour commandos 
and two fcnefraokliw wa re rifled 
in, a three-hour battle on clieffs 
just inside Lebanon. 

Few civilians ventured onto 
‘Ain Al Hilweh’s dusty streets on 
Friday, and they scattered as 
Israeli planes flew overhead. 

Earlier, they reported seeing 
gunboats sailing off. the coast 
Armed oommandos deployed in 
nearby- orchards as Palestinians 
braced for more attacks. 

Spine. SOp. cMtians fled from . 
‘Aid At Hflweh to nearby Sidon 
on Thursday as the gunshipt 
pumped more than 16 missiles and 
rockets into the camp. 

“I left after my nine-year-old 
daughter was wounded,” said Um 
Mohammad, 55. “I will not return 
to tire camp for the tune being. 


especially as Israeli planes are still 
flying over it." 

The attempted raid on Israel 
was claimed by the 
Damascus-based Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine- 
(PFLP) and a pro-Syrian 
Lebanese faction. 

Lebanese Television on 
Thursday broadcast a 
video-cassette recording showing 
the four commandos before die 
attack. 

1 Wearing milihay :fatigues and 
carrying Soviet-made 
Kalashnikov rifles, they sat eating 
sandwiches in a field whose 
location was not revealed. 

The four included members of 
Lebanon’s pro-Damascus Syrian 
Social Nationalist Party (SSNP). 
An SSNP statement in Beirut 
identified the squad commander 
as. Mohammad Kanaa^ & .Syrian- 
citizen from’Alepaahd an SSNP. 
member. 

A military spokesman for the 
PFLP said the commandos landed 
near the northern Israeli 
settlement of Nahariya. 

Israel said the dash took place 
in South Lebanon, about one 


kilometre from the border. Nine 
Israeli troops were wounded, the 
Israeli army spokesman added. 

Israeli casualties were the 
highest in any sea intercept in the 
last two years* during which the 
navy has killed 31 alleged 
commandos and captured several 
in seven maritime engagements. 

Israeli military sources said a 
navy patrol vessel saw the 
commandos in a rubber din ghy 
crammed with arms and 
explosives, heading for Israel 
under cover of darkness. They 
were forced ashore and fought a 
three-hour gun-battle with a 
coastal patroL 

During the battle, the area was 
illuminated by flares and 
helicopters as jets screamed 
overhead, witnesses said. 

Israeli officials said that if the 
commandos had succeeded in 
attacking the Israeli beach resort 
of Nahariya ot taking hostages, 
the government would have faced 
strong calls for Israeli military 
action in Lebanon or against 
Syria. 

A 1978 landing by commandos 
Who hijacked a bus Jailing' oyer 30. 
people triggered an Israeli 
invasion of South Lebanon. 

Earlier this week, Israel's 
leading strategic studies 
think-tank warned that an act of 
“ t e r ro r i sm " or a dash in Lebanon 
could lead to large-scale fighting 
between Israel and Syria. 


Israel said to be selling controversial 
cluster bombs in American market 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) —Israel is 
marketing a controversial cluster 
bomb, at the centre of U.S. 
technology-stealing accusations, 
in the United States, according to 
a report in the Jerusalem Post. 

U.S. officials said Wednesday 
the Justice Department was 
investigating allegations that 
Israel had smuggled classified 
American technology to make its 
own cluster bombs after 
Washington banned die sale of the 
weapons to the Jewish state in 
1982. 

Israel denied the charge butsaid 
it legally bought equipment from’ 
the United States with export 
licences to help build the bond* 
according to its own design. 

The Jerusalem Post quoted the 
general manager of the Israel 
weapons development authority 
(RAFAEL) as saying it was 
concentrating sales efforts for its 
own duster bomb, designated the 
TAL-2, in the United States. 


RAFAEL first disclosed it was 

broribs^md shells in 1981 . One of 
the authority’s publications 
describes the TAL-2 as a 
“submunition dispersion weapon 
which produces ■ hundreds of 
explosion centres in a large 
ground pattern, covering as much 
as 50,000 square metres. 

Rescan administration officials 
said Wednesday that the United 
States has standing policy against 
allowing the export of any 
equipment, plans oor techniques to 
Israel that could be used for 
cluster weapons. 

The officials were responding to 
statement by Israeli officials that 
Israel has used valid export 
licences in obtaining American 
machinery used in manufacturing 
the munitions, which consist of a 
can n inter containing a large 
number of tiny bombs that 
explode over a wide area. 

The American officials, quoted 


by the New York Times, said they 
were mystified by the Israeli 
statement in view of a 
four-year-old ban on expo rtin g 
such technology. “If the Israelis 
ever said, ‘we want an export 
licence for a widget that will be 
used fora duster bomb,’ we would 
have turned them down cold,” 
said one State Department 
official. 

For five months, the Justice 
Department and U.S. Customs 
Service have been investigating 
eight Israelis and 12 American 
businessmen suspected of being 
involved in the diversion of duster 
bomb technology, said an 
administration source who asked 
not to be named. 

The United States supplied 
Israel with duster bombs before 
1982 for use in “self-defence," 
but stopped the shipments 
because of reports about Israeli 
use of the bombs in the June 1982 
invasion of Lebanon. 


U.S. surprised 
over French 
sentencing of 
Lebanese 

PARIS (AP) — The U.S. 

ibassy, in an iwmmil statement, 
expressed surprise Friday at a 
French court’s sentence on a 
Lebanese, and concern over 
reports that charges against him 
concerning the assassination of a 
U.S. diplomat may be dropped. 

The embassy confirmed the 
UR government and the family of 
Colonel Charles M, Ray, the U5. 
military attache assassinated in 
Paris Feb. 18, 1982, had become 
civil parties to the investigation of 
Georges Ibrahim Abdallah's 
ssible role in the Idling. 

‘We hope that Abdallah, who 
makes no secret of his violent 
intentions i w™e Americans, will 
serve hs fuB term,” the embassy 
said in the statement 
The statement — an unusual 
diplomatic comment on a local 
legal decision —was read to the 
AP by an embassy spokesman. 

The French daily Lc Figaro said 
Friday : that Abdallah was 
“without doubt at the centre’' of a 
complex ritnation involving the 
liberation of French hostages in 
Lebanon- 


Socialists reject Andreotti’s 
efforts to form government 


ROME (AP) — Italy’s 
2-week-old political crisis 
deepened Friday as Bettino 
Grad’s Socialist party formally 
rejected the choice of Foreign 
Minister Ginlio Andreotti, a 
Christian Democrat, to form the 
country’s 45th post-war 
government. 

“The crisis has been pushed into 
a blind alley," said Mr. Crari, who 
resigned June 27 but is staying aa 
as caretaker premier. “We will do 
what’s possible to get it out, but it 
won’t be easy." 

Mr. Andfrotti, 67, a former 
five-time premier, was designated 
on Thursday by President 
Francesco Cossiga, a fellow 
Christian Democrat, to form a 
cabinet following unsuccessful 
attempts to revive Mr. Oaxfs 
fallen five-party coalitidn. 

Mr. Andreotti said he would 
seek to put together the same 
coalition of Christian Democrats, 
Socialists, Social Democrats, 
Republicans and 1 liberals. 

Mr.OraxL whose 34-month-oM 
coalition was Italy’s longest-lived 
government since World War II, 
resigned June 27 after losing a 
secret parliamentary vote. 

The collapse followed weeks of 
squabbling between die Socialists 



Ginlio Andreotti 

and Christian Democrats over 
which should head the 
government. 

Claudio MazteDi, Mr. Craxfs 
right-hand man, said the Socialist 
rejection — decided at a meeting 
of top party officials on Friday — 
was not aimed at Mr. Andreotti 
personally but at “the brutal and 
unflateraT manner in which the 
Christian Democrats are seeking 
to assert “their domination M the 
political i#a o.e country and the 

leadership of the government.” 



Alexander Hay 

ICRC chief 

codemns 

Israel’s 

settlement 

policy and 

practices 

AMMAN (Petra) - The 
chairman of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC), Alexander Hay, said on 
Friday settlements set up by 
Israeli occupation authorities in 
the occupied Arab territories are 
illegitimate and violate the 
international law. He added that 
the Israeli authorities do not 
respect international law. 

Mr. Hay, currently on a visit to 
Jordan, said in a statement that 
the ICRC works through its office 
in the occupied territories towards 
providing protection to civilian 
inhabitants, persuading the Israeli 
authorities to. respect 
international law, ICRC official 
regularly visit Arab prisoners in.. 
Israim prison*, he said: 

- The Israeli authorities, he 
added, do not recognise the 
applicability for implementation 
of the Fourth Geneva Convention 
on protecting of civilian 
inhabitants of occupied 
territories. Mr. Hay said that the 
ICRC tries with the Israeli 
authorities, through its frequent 
contacts and protests, to persuade 
the occupation forces to respect 
rules of international law and to 
reach at results that would 
guarantee their application. 

He expressed hope that the 
Israeli authorities will stop the 
expulsion of Arab citizens, 
demolition of Arab houses and 
establishing settlements. 

The ICRC chairman said that 
the committee was initiating 
contacts with Iran to allow the 
committee’s envoys to visit Iraqi 
prisoners of war at Iranian prisons 
and to bold talks with Iranian 
authorities to finalise the 
exchange of prisoners between 
Iraq and Iran. 


U.S., Britain reject Franco-Soviet 
call for conference on Mideast 


Combined agency dispatches 

THE UNITED States and Britain 
have rejected a joint call by 
France and the Soviet Union for a 
meeting by five permanent 
members of the UJM. Security 
Council to help prepare for a 
Middle East conference to draw 
up a solution to the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 

“The United States has always 
had reservations about the use of a 
preparatory meeting for an 
international conference, or an 
international -conference to 
pursue Middle East peace," State 
Department spokesman Bernard 
Kalb said in Washington on 
Thursday. He was speaking to 
reporters shortly after French 
President Francois Mitterrand 
said in Moscow that he and Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev had 
agreed that the die five permanent 
members of the Security flnimrii 
could prepare a Middle East 
conference. 

Kalb said “the U.S. experience 
in the past has been that such 
conferences lead to posturing and 
rhetorical excess instead of reaL 
hard negotiations,” 

“If the Soviet Union can 
‘demonstrate a willin gness to play 
a constructive role in the search 
for a Middle East peace, there is a 
long fist of things the Soviets can 
do to establish that they are 
indeed serious, beginning with a 
resumption of relations with the 
state of Is* ^eL” Kalb said. 


The British rejection of the 
Franco-Soviet proposal was in a 
statement by the Foreign Office 
which said Britain was concerned 
at the deadlock in Middle East 
peace efforts, but said much 
preparatory work needed to be 
done before a conference as called 
for. 

“We do not think the time is 
ripe,” the statement said. 

Mr. Gorbachev made his 
proposal in a meeting earlier this 
week with Mr. Mitterrand. 

The Soviet Union has long 
urged an international peace 
conference to break the Middle 
East stalemate, but its proposals 
have been regularly spurned by 
Israel and the United States. 

The British spokesman said the 
Middle East would be on the 
agenda when Soviet Foreign 
Mmister Eduard Shevardnadze 
visits London next week. 

Soviet Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Gennady Gerasimov 
said on Wednesday that France 
and the Soviet Union had agreed 
that the five members of the 
Security Council — the United 
States, Britain, France, China 
anda the Soviet Union — should 
attend such a conference. 

Gerasimov stressed that the 
idea of including all Security 
Council members was only a 
proposal and that “three 
(countries) still have to be 
convinced" to take part. 

The United States has 
consistently opposed an 


international conference, saying 
that it preferred instead to try and 
organise direct negotiations 
between the Arabs and Israel, or 
to act as broker for such 
agreements as the 1978 Camp 
David accords between Israel and 
Egypt. 

Gerasimov said that the French 
had made clear at this week’s 
Kremlin talks that they favoured 
direct negotiations to end Middle 
East conflict. 

However, he quoted the French 
as saying that “unfortunately, this 
approach has shown itself to be 
without a future” for the moment. 

There was no immediate 
response to the French-Soviet call 
from China, the fifth member of 
the Security Council. 

The latest proposal, announced 
after three days of talks between 
Mr. Mitterrand and Mr. 
Gorbachev, seemed intended to 
try and get the conference 
underway by broadening 
participation, the AP said. 

Mr. Mitterrand said Thursday 
at a news conference that the 
proposal “is not die fruit of our 
three day’s conversation here. It is 
the result of our thinking for two 
or three years." 

Since direct negotiations in die 
Middle East have failed, he said, 
“it would be a good idea to bring 
into the negotiations - - at least in 
the first phase — the permanent 
members of the Security 
Council.” 


Mandela declines to meet Howe 


JOHANNESBURG (Agencies) 
— ' Jailed black nationalist leader- 
Nelson Mandela will refuse to 
meet Sir Geoffrey Howe when the 
British foreign secretary visits 
South Africa on a peace mission 
later this month, Mr. Mandela’s 
wife Winnie said Friday. 

The announcement was the 
latest blow to the Howe mission 
which has been attacked by the 
governments of the frontline black 
states in the region and by black 
leaders in South Africa. 

“He (Mr. Mandela) is not in a 
position to meet Sir Geoffrey at 
alL” Mrs. Mandela told reporters 
after visiting her husband in 
Pollsmoor prison near Cape 
Town. 

The government had indicated 
it would allow Mr. Howe to visit 
Mr. Mandela, jailed for life in 
1 964 for plotting sabotage by the 
African National Congress 
(ANC) movement to overthrow 
the white-led government. 

Mr. Howe was in Mozambique 
on Friday to see President Samora 
Machel. He has received chilly 


receptions on all three stops of his 
African tour, - -and was told he 
could not see President P.W. 
Botha this week because of 
scheduling problems. But two 
meetings have been scheduled for 
later this month. 

Mrs. Mandela said she and her 
husband were not able to discuss 
the details of his refusal to see Mr. 
Howe, but that she viewed his visit 
as a “non-i4sue.” 

“There is no point whatsoever 
in meeting with him. No black 
leader of any relevance will waste 
his time by seeing yet another 
British eminent person who has 
come to prescribe to us how we 
should solve our problems.” Mrs. 
Mandela said. 

“Margaret Thatcher has no 
right whatsoever to prescribe to us 
how we should suffer," she added. 

Mrs. Mandela went on to 
comment on the role of economic 
sanctions, but her remarks could 
not be reported under 
state-of-emergency restrictions 
that prohibit encouraging or 
promoting sanctions or other 


action against South Africa. 

Mrs. Thatcher “is interested in 
the protection of British jobs, the 
maintenance of the British 
economy and in the protection of 
British interests in our country,” 
Mrs. Mandela said. 

Mrs. Mandela, who hetself has 
been under banning orders nearly 
continuously since 1963, was 
formally freed from all restrictions 
this month. 

Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Bishop Desmond Tutu, and 
another prominent black 
churchman, the Reverend Allan 
Boesak, have also said they would 
not have talks with the British 
minister. 

In Strasbourg, France, the 
European Parliament on 
Thursday demanded the 12 
European Community member 
states impose full economic 
sanctions against South Africa to 
pressure Pretoria into abandoning 
apartheid policies. 

10 ANC men reportedly killed hi 
dashes, page 8 


Maltese tanker hit in Gulf 


BAHRAIN (R) - The 
41 ,957-tonne Maltese-flag tanker 
Lady Rose was hit in the northern 
Gulf in an Iraqi air strike on 
Friday, shipping sources in the 
Gulf said. 

Lloyds shipping intelligence in 
London reported that the vessel 
was on foe and said Iranian 
helicopters had lifted off injured 
crew. 

A military spokesman in 
Baghdad said Iraqi planes had 
successfully attacked a large 
shipping target off the Iranian 
coast at 832 am. 

The 8 0,85 9-deadweight 1 tonne 
vessel was reported to have been 
hit south of Iran’s Khaxg Island o3 
terminal in the northern Gulf, but 
other details were not 
immediately available. 

Previously known as the Mega 
Pitot, it had passed through the 


Suez Canal in May on its way to 
.the Gulf from the Greek port of 
Piraeus, Lloyds said. 

The attack on Friday was foe 
sixth ’'burned by Iraq since last 
Sunday, but it was the first 
confirmed hit cm a vessel. 

The last confirmed Iraqi strike 
was against the 155,887-tonne 
Uberian-flag tanker Medusa on 
June 10. 

“Iraqi forces will continue to 
destroy the supply routes of the 
Iranian forces and any other 
f acil i ti e s used for Iran’s aggressive 
purposes,” an Iraqi spokesman 
said announcing Friday’s attack. 

Iraq has been attacking vessels 
since it clamped an air and sea 
blockade around Kbarg in 
February 1984 with foe avowed 
purpose of impeding Ir anian ofl 
exports. Kharg accounts for 90 per 
cent of Iran’soflftow to the wond. 


Bourguiba meets Mzali 


MONASTIR, Tunisia (AP) - 
Ailing Prcsiden i-for-hf e .Habib 
Bourguiba received former Prime 
Minister Mohammad Mzali at the 
Monastir presidential palace on 
Friday, three daw after the 
president summarily dismissed 
Mr. Mzali without public 
explanation. ■ 

It was their first meeting since 
Mr. Bourguiba announced at a 
July 8 cabinet meeting that Mr. 
Mzali, -prime minister smee 1980, 
had been replaced by Finance 
Minister Racnid Sfar. Mr. Sfar 
automatically replaced Mr. Mzali 
as Mr. Bourguiba’s 
Constitutionally designated 
successor. 

Mr. Bourguiba later went to his 
birthplace, Monastir, 200 
kilometres south of Tunis, for the 


forthcoming celebrations of his 
83rd birthday on Aug. 3. 

Mr. Mzah told reporters after 
the meeting that he lad expressed 
his thanks to Mr. Bourguiba “for 
the confidence he stowed me 
during tiie past six years." He 
refused to elaborate or to indicate 
what Mr. Bourguiba said to 
explain his abrupt dismissal. 

Mr. Mzali refrained from 
pronouncing the traditional 
phrase of ministers demised by 
Mr. Bourguiba, who usually 
express then readiness to retain to 
the government if the president 
should decide to recall them. 

Although Mr. Bourguiba is 
practically crippled by 
arterio-sderosis, there is no 
meaningful political opposition to 
his rule. 


Conference on Namibia 
endorses ‘armed struggle’ 


VIENNA (AP) - A 
U.N .-sponsored conference on 
Namibia (South West Africa) 
traded here on Friday, endorsing 
“armed struggle” against South 
Africa by people of the territory. 

The conference, which had 
started on Monday, also called for 
mandatory sanctions against 
South Africa in hopes of 
pressuring it to withdraw from 
the region. 

South Africa occupies the 
mineral-rich territory in defiance 
of UX resolutions calling for 
independence and elections for 
Namibia. South Africa has said it 
will not pull out its forces unless 
Cuban troops are withdrawn from 
Angola, to foe north. 

The United States and Britain, 
which have refused to go along 
with full sanctions against South 
Africa, attended the 128-nation 
conference as observers. Several 
Western countries expressed 
reservations about the language in 
the final document endorsing 
“armed struggle.” 

‘’The conference affirms the 
legitimacy of the struggle of the 
Namibian people by every means 
at Its disposal, including armed 
struggle to repel South Africa’s 
aggression and to achieve 


self-determination, freedom and 
independence in a united 
Namibia,” the declaration said. 

“I am satisfied that we have 
done foe best we could," said 
Foreign Minister Benjamin 
Mkapa of Tanzania, the 
conference president. 

“The conference condemns the 
continuing collaboration of 
certain Western slates, Israel and 
other states with the racist regime 
of South Africa in the political, 
economic, military and nuclear 
fields in violation of United 
Nations resolutions and 
decisions,' 1 the declaration said. 

Mr. Mkapa told reporters he 
deplored foe hesitancy of Western 
governments to go along with the 
“armed struggle.” 

“Here is a situation where 
people are occupied militarily and 
you are telling them they have no 
right to take up aims, he said, 
“it’s unbelievable.” 

N amib ia was made a German 
protectorate in 1884 and was 
surrendered to South Africa in 
1915 to be administered by that 
country under a League of 
Nations mandate. 

South Africa refused to accept 
United Nations authority' 


The Jordan Times’ 
new telephone numbers: 
667171-6 and 670141-4 
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2 groups claim Beirut’s 
British embassy bombing 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Two hitherto unheard of 
groups have daimed responsibility for a bomb 
explosion that wrecked two British embassy cars in 
Christian east Beirut’s suburb of Jal A1 Deeb. 

One claim was marie Friday in a intelligence head in Lebanon, 

type-written Arabic lan guag e Brig. Ghazi Kanaan, was quoted 
statement delivered by haul to Friday as saying the 
Western news agency offices in Damascus-backed security drive 
mainly Muslim west Beirut by a in Muslim west Beirut would 
soup calling itself the Arab succeed in restoring order. 
Guerrilla Cells. “Certainly, we wfll not fail;’’ 

The statement threatened to Brig. Kanaan, who is supervising 
“hit at all imperialist interests" in joint Syrian -Lebanese troop 
retaliation for the partols clearing gunmen from west 

British-supported U-S. air attack Beirut streets, told the 
on Libya on April 15. French-language Nouveau 

“The American and European Magazine, 
im p eri a list existence will remain a He described the first Syrian 
constant target of our Mows,” the military deployment in Beirut for 
statement said. “European and years as moral support for 
American nations should Lebanon. 

understand that there will be no “It is above all moral support. It 

peace or security as long as their is simply to mil die Lebanese 
governments remain opposed to security forces — which have the 
our rightful Arab causes.” means of bringing the situation 

The other responsibility daim under control — that we are with 
was made by a telephone caller them,” he said, 
who told the independent Beirut Asked if the latest peace effort 
newspaper An Nahar the would succeed, he told the weekly 
Anti-Imperialist Populist it was bound to do so “because of 
Brigades engineered the bombing Syrian prestige, and because 
attack. citizens can no longer endure” the 

“The attack was directed situation, 
against the headquarters of British. Hundreds of Syrian 

intelligence in Jal A1 Deeb that commandos, observers and 
cooperates with Israeli and security men joined nearly 1,000 
American secret services, the Lebanese troops *nH police a 
caller was quoted by An Nahar as week ago to restore order in the 
sa y®S- . western sector, hit by mili tia 

The explosion Thursday ; anarchy and feuding, 
resulted from a charge of five Officii Syrian newspapers 
^ 1 P 01 ™ 4 * 8 ) 7^ Thursday said security moves in 

that destroyed two British west Beirut should be extended to 
embasy Volvo Md Rraault care tfa e eastern sector to help end 
parked near Jal AI Deeb building Lebanon’s civil war. 
wimre embassy diplomats reside. The papers made no mention of 
police said. No casualties were Syrian troops who deployed in 
reported and the building Beirut last week to back a 

sustained material damage. Lebanese police and army drive 

against mili tia anarchy. However, 
Syrian media have reported the 
work of Syrian observers already 
stationed there. 


Kanaan confident of success 
Meanwhile Syria's military 


“The security plan has 
succeeded in west Beirut, and. 
Lebanese in east Beirut are 
looking for the same step because 
they are not living in peace or 
security. The majority of them j 
demand die same measures,” the 
government daily Ushrin said. 

The Christian “Lebanese 
Forces,” the dominant miHtia in 
east Beirut, is led by anti-Syrian 
fighters who helped wreck a 
previous Syrian-m e dia t ed accord 
to end 11 years of war. 

“All Lebanese who witnessed 
the (recent) plan for west Beirut 
and the Palestinian camps now 
look for another big national step 
to be taken in all Lebanon 
Tfshriu added. 

“The Lebanese masses support 
the security (dan, which is a light 
showing the way for die next step 
towards peace and security 
throughout all Lebanon after long 
years of fighting,” the daily A1 
Baath, organ of Syria's ruling 
Baath Party, said. 

A Beirut newspaper said 
Thursday Lebanese President 
Amin Gemayel wants a ■ dear 

understandin g with D amascus and 

does not oppose the latest 
Syrian-sponsored drive to restore 
peace in west Beirut. 

-The Christian Falange Party 
newspaper A1 Amal said the 
44-year-old Marooite leader told 
parliamentarians Wednesday die 
situation “necessitated ... a frank 
and dear unders tanding between 
Lebanon and Syria.” 

Earlier this week, local media 
quoted official sources dose to 
Mr. Gemayel as saying the 
deployment of Syrian commandos 
on west Beirut streets last Friday 
was “illegi tima te ” 

The Falange leader has come 
under increasing pressure from 
political opponents to resign after 
he refused to back a 
Syrian-mediated accord sigiwH 
lmt December to end Lebanon's 
11-year civil conflict. 


U.S. police see no JDL link in Farouqi murders 


WASHINGTON (USIA) - 
There appears to be no evidence 
so far to support published 
allegations that the Jewish 
Defence League (JDL) is 
responsible for the murders of 
Islamic scholar Dr. Ismail Farouqi 
and his wife, according to police 
investigating the case. 

Detective Robert Scholly of the 
Cheltenham Township police in 
suburban Philadelphia told the 
U.S. Information Agency on 
Thursday that 17 suspects so far 
have been fingerprinted and their 
prints sent to the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) laboratory 
in Washington to be checked 
against those of the murderer 
found at the scene. 

Although Detective Scholly has 
not ruled out a bungled burglary 
by a man high on drugs (which 
coukl have accounted for the 
violence of the attack), he said it 
was least likely that it was a 
political assassination carried out 
by a group such as the JDL. 

According to him, FBI officers 
based in Philadelphia are assisting 
the Cheltenham Township, police 


in interviewing and investigating 
all leads, including those involving 
Farouqi s religious contacts. The 
professor was known to have 
visited neighbourhood prisons 
and distributed Islam ir literature 
to black inmates. 

The FBI lab reports on 
fingerprints and Mood found at 
the site of the murder are still 
awaited, Scholly said. According 
to him, die latest technique with 
laser beams is being used to test 
the physical evidence. 

Detective Scholly and a 
colleague have been assigned 
fulltime on the Farouqi case while 
two other detectives are assisting 
part-time. 

The likelihood of a JDL link is 
also being discounted by the 
Arab-American 
Anti- Discrimination Committee 
(ADC). ADCs director of public 
relations. Fans Bouhafa. said 
although nothing could be ruled 
out because of the prominence of 
the victims, the nature of the 
murder “did not fit the JDL 
style.” 

According to Mr. Bouhafa, the 


Jewish Defence League uses 
bombs and mechanical devices. 
According to the police, the 
professor and his wife were 
stabbed repeatedly by a 
dark-skinned muslcwt man who 

could be a Made American. 

Palestine-bom Farouqi and bis 
American-born wife Lois were 
murdered and their pregnant 
daughter seriously wounded in 
then Wyncote home in the 
Cheltenham Township in the eady 
hours of May 27. 

Cheltenham Township police 
and the Philadelphia branch of the 
FBI are inuestigating the murders. 

Meanwhile, in their continuing 
bid w focus nationwide attention 
on reported harassment of 
Arab- Americans, the ADC will 
be presenting testimony before 
the U.S. House of 
Representatives Judiciary 
Subcomnritteeon Criminal Justice 
on July 16. Among the witnesses 
will be tire wifeof AlexOudeh, the 
ADC director in Los Angeles who 
was killed in a bomb blast in 
October 1985. The FBI is still 
investigating that case. 


Uncertainty 
bogs down 
relations 
between 
2 Yemens 

BAHRAIN (R) — Persist! ig 
political uncertainty in South 
Yemen appears to have bogged 
down attempts to improve ties, 
with neighbouring North Yemen, 
diplomatic sources in the region 
have said. 

Relations between North 
Yemen and Marxist-ruled South 
Yemen were soured last January 
by a power struggle in Aden that 
ousted President Ali Nasser 
Mohammad, left up to 10,000 
killed and wrecked the economy. 

- Last week, Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi brought South 
Yemen's new leader, Haidar Abu 
Baker A1 Attas, and his North 
Yemeni counterpart, Ali 
Abdullah Saleh, together for the 
first time since the fightin g. 

CoL Qadhafi, emerging from a 
self-imposed isolation since U.S. 
raids in April, wanted foe two men 
to reopen talks on a union 
between their two Arabian 
peninsula states, a talking point 
since 1982. 

Instead, the issue of national 
reconciliation between Aden’s 
new rulers and exiled supporters 
of Mr. Nasser Mohammad 
dominated the Libya talks, foe 
sources said. 

Official statements reiterated 
that a merger of foe Yemens 
would be a step oo tire road to 
Arab unity. But no c o ncrete steps 
on QOimalismg ties were made, 
tiie sources added. 

Mr. Saleh was reported to have 
hosted talks in Sanaa last month 
between an envoy of Mr. Nasser 
Mohammad and South Yemeni 
officials on a plan calling for an 
end to arrests and trials of 
government eritiwf in Aden. 

Aden em phatically denied the 
reports and said it would not talk 
to Mr. Nasser Mohammad, who 
now lives in Ethiopia. 

Behold Mr. Saleh’s mediation is 
his concern that political 
uncertainty in the South — Knlreri 
to his country by strong tribal ties 
— may jeopardise his own rule, 
the sources said. 

Mr. Saleh abo-wants a solution 
to foe problem of spine (5,000 
South' Yemeni frilra who nave 
takga sanctuary in his country, 
they added. 

North Yemen, devastated by by 
a 1982 earthquake, is currently 
enjoying an economic boost 
following the discovery in 1984 of 
quantities of ofl in the south 
eastern part of foe country. 

Concern over foe situation in 
Aden has been fuelled by reports 
of a continuous exodus of South 
Yemenis to foe North in fear of a 
government crackdown. 

Last month, South Yemen's 
former Fisheries Minister 
Mohammad Akoush said a new 
power struggle was emerging in 
Aden because of differences 
between Mr. Attas and the 
military over an amnesty granted 
to Mr. Nasser Mohammad’s 
supporters. 


Safety, financing delay decision on Egypt’s reactors 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Td: 77 3111-1** 

PROGRAMME ONE 

17:00 Koran 

17:20 Cartoons 

17:50 Scientific programme 

18:15 Kids of Decani Street 

1840 Animals 2000 

19:10 .. Agriculture pro g r amm e (local) 

19:40 Programmes review 

1950 News programme on Iraq 

2040 .News in Arabic 

2*45 Arabic series 

2L30 Local p rogramm e 

22:20 Arabic film 

23:00 News summary in Arabic 

23:10 Film coned. 

23:35 Varieties programme 

PROGRAMME TWO 

Ufc08 French p rog ra m me 

18=90 La valke des pcup U cn; 

1940 News m French 

19:15 Adjounfbui ea Fiance 

19130 News in Hebrew 

3fc00 News is Arabic 

20-JQ Duty Free 

21:10 m, ... .......... Louisiana 

2240 News in English 

21:20 Jordan Weekly 

2230 Feature film: Dead Man's Fofly 
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News Summary 
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Oriental Foods 

Your Health 

... Men from the Ministry 

News Summary 

Fop Session 

...... — , News Summary 

Rap Session ronid. 

........................... News Bulletin 

Jordan Weekly 

Concert Hour 

........... News Summary 
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_... Special Feature 

Music 

— News Sanmaiy 

Top twenty 

News Desk 

.... ......... Date with a Star 
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Yes Minister 

News Summary 

In Concert 

News Summary 


2245 Country Music 

23:00 News Summary 

2345 Concert Hour 

24:00 Close down 

BBC WORLD SERVICE 
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07:00 Newsdesk 07 JO Gram! National 
Preview 07:45 Reflections 7:50 
Financial NewsOfcOO World News 08*9 
24 Hours; New* Summary 08d0 About 
Britain 0845 The World Today OfcOO 
Newsdesk 0930 Mersfian IQdJO World 
News 10M 24 Hours: News Summary 
10-J6 From the Weeklies VMS In the 
Cage 11:00 World News 11:09 
Reflections 11:15 Tenor and Baritone 
UdM World News 1249 British Pres 
Review 1205 The World Today 12J0 
Financial News; Look Ahead 1245 
About Britain 23cOO News Summary; 
Here's Humph 13:15 Letter Grom 
America 13:30 People and Ratifies 1345 
Letter from America 14.-00 World News 
14:09 Mews About Britain 14:15 Tenor 
and Baritone 1400 Meridian 1540 
Radio Newsreel 15:15 Anytfang Goes 
1545 Sports Round-op IftOO World 
News 1&09 24 Hours News Summary 
1600 In the Cage 1645 Saturday 
Special 17:00 News Summary; Saturday 
Special I&00 'Radio Newsreel 18:15 
Saturday Special IfcOO World News 
IfcOJ Commentary 19:15 Saturday 
Special 20:00 World News: Book 
Choice 2(k30 News Summary; Saturday 
Special 2045 Sports Round-up 21:00 
Newsdesk 21:30 Play of Ae Week: Tbe 
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2340 World News 23339 24 Homs, 
News Summary 2&30 Jazz for the 
Asking 24:00 News Summary; Ships 
tom Seven Seas 

VOICE OF AMERICA 
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07:06 News. Inf ormal Presentation of 
Popular Music with Feature Reports. 
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Questions. Science Reports. Sports 
Newst at 30 minute past the hour 
Focus, Sunday Morning 9:10. Close Up. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 

■ A French adubitioa entitled “La 
mode, lea modes, la ratT at tbe F te ncfa 
Cultural Centre (until July 24). 

■ Indian book exhibition at the 
Uuireirit y of Jordan library \uarfl July 
12 ). 

JERASH FESTIVAL 

Sotrih Theatre 

7:00-8:30 pm. The Izmir Folklore 
troupe “Turkey” 

930-11:30 pjn. Alma Ata Young 
Ballet “Soviet Union” 

Aftfenn 

7:00-8:30 pin. Poetry 

9.-00-10^0 pm. Children of tire World 

(US.) 

Sight and Sound 
8:004:00 pm. AI Wafa Flay 
Forum 

630-7:15 pm. The Aimed Forces 

Rand 

8:KX>-9KX) Theatre Abatir " Ra ne e " 

CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre . Td. 

American Centre 

American Centre Library ... 

British Council 

French Cultural Centre 

Goethe Institute 

Soviet Cultural Caere 

Spanish Cultural Centre 

Tuifctsfa Cultural Centre 

Haya Arts Centre 

Hussein Youth Gty 

Y.WjCA. .. 

Y.WJvtA. 

Amman Municipal Unary - 
University of Jordan Unary 

MUSEUMS 


66102617 

... 64437 L 

>.641520 
636147/8 
.. 637009 

- 641993 
... 644203 
.. 624049 

- 639777 
_ 665195 
667181/6 
_ 641793 

- 664251- 

- 637111* 
843555 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 yean (rid. Abo 
mosaics from Madaba and Jerasfa (4th 
m 18th centuries). The Roma Hieatic. 
Amman. Openitg hours: 900 am. -5 
pm. Year-round. TcL 651760. - 
Jordan ArdweologlCTlhfaacmB: Hasan 
excellent cqflictioo of the antiquities of 
Jdzdan. Jabal Al Oaf a (Qred Hffl). 
Opening hours: 9.00 am.- 5.00 pm. 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.00 am. 
4.00 pm.). Closed Tuesdays. 


Janbm National Galoy: Contains a 
coB ection of paintings, ceramics. and 
snilpnuea by contemporary Tihwnir 
artists tom most of tbe Musfim 
countries and a coDectioo of pafcitinp 
by 19th Century orientato artists.. 
Muntazah. Jabal Lowrabdcfa. Ope ning 
hours: 10JX) am. - 1 JO pm. and 3.00 
pm. - 600 pm. Closed Tuesdays. TeL 
630128. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Lions Aram CM*. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the 
Holiday Im, 130 pm. 

Lions PhfladripMa Ch*. Meetings 
every second azri fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel, 7 JO pan- 
FhOaddpWe Rotary Clob. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Im. 

Reran Gkfc. Meeting* every Tuesday 
at the imErcontiDemaT Hood, ZOO pm. 
Royal AatnranUf CUb. Jabal Amman, 
£%falh CSrde. TeL 815261, 815410. 

CHURCHES 

St. Joseph Church (Romm CathoSc) 
Jabal Amman, TeL 624590. 

Chmsfa of the Amrawtatioa (Raman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibden, Tel. 
637440. 

0e la SUe Church (Roman Cathoic) 
Jabal Hussein, TeL 661757. 

dunth of At A rua n tai t w a (Greek 
Orthodox) AbdaK, TeL 623541. 
AngBcan Church (Chmdi of the 
Redeemer) Jabal Amman, TeL 678906. 
Ancda Ctihtk Onrcfa Arimfieb, 
Td. 771331. 

A trw trim Orthodoa Qmrdi Ashrafieh. 
TeL 775261. 

Si. £phnfm Quvdh (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh, TeL 771751. 

Amman International Church 
(Inter-denominational): meets at 
Southern Baptist School in .Shmewani. 
TeL 677534 

Evaagefical Lnttera Qnrcfa, label - 
Annum, 6th Grde, (Rev. N, Smir), 
Tel: 81J295. . 

RaUiow C e ngngnha fi&temstkmaL 
loterdeaomiaationaJ) meets in the 
Church of tbe Redeemer, Jabal 
Amman. TeL 606974. 

PRAYER TIMES 

83£7 p«j»- 

0538 (Sunrise) Doha 

UM Dhuhr 

1&22 ‘Aar 

1*45 Maghreb 

21:24 ‘Isha 


CAIRO (AP) — Egyptian 
scientists say they .see no- 
alternative for Egypt but to 
introduce nuclear energy to meet 
its power needs by the end of the 
century. Bat the government, 
worried over safety and financing, 
js holding op a decision. 

For. many months. President 
Hosoi Mubarak's government has 
been pondering constroction of a 
nudear power plant, the first step 
in an ambitious pro gramme that 
calls for eight 1 , 000 -megawatr 
reactors by foe year 2030. 

The soul-searching deepened 
after last ApriFs nudear reactor 
explosion and fireat Chcznobyl ta 
Soviet Ukraine and by Egypt’s 
economic difficulties following a 
sharp drop in oil export income 
caused by falling prices 
worldwide. 

Scientists estimate one 
1,000-megawatt plant would cost 
atleastSU biQioii and possibly as 
much as $2 billion. Egypt already 
owes at least $32 triffion in foreign 
debts, with servicing costs 
averaging $3 billion a year. 

_ Ah Saeedi, head of foe Nudear 
Power Plants Authority, which is 
responsible for building and 
operating Egypt’s nudear power 
system, insists -that foe huge 
startup price should not be foe 


.determmmg factor in a country 
hke Egypt 

He said that by the year 2000, 
the ezistnig 7 resources will meet 
only about 55 per cent of- Egypt’s 
energy needs. Nudear and coal 
plants are mtended to cover foe 
remain mg 45 per cent, he told the 
Associated Press, and “m the long 
run, nndear is much cheaper than 
coaL” 

But despite the statistics, foe 
government is hesitant to commit 
itself to the atom. 

“H there is even one per cent of 
doubt (about safety), we .wiU not 
start foe (initial) nudear project 
or any other such project,” Primp 
Minister Ali Lutfi said. He was 
speaking with reporters shortly 
after the Chernobyl accident and 
consequent orders from Mr. 
Mubarak to take a closer look at 
theproject 

Toe Chernobyl accident also 
sparked attacks by opposition 
party newspapers . against .the 
project oo safety grounds. 

- Several nuclear experts 
interviewed by foe AP, however, 
attested to foe safety of foe 
pressurised water reactor, which 
Western nations are offering 
Egypt 

In the pressurised ■ water 
reactor, or PWR, water is used as 


Turkish Cypriots announce 
crossing points reopening 


NICOSIA (R) - Turkish Cypriot 
authorities said Friday they would 
reopen Saturday crossing points to ' 
the Greek side of the island which 
were dosed a week ago. 

Dervfe Eroglo, prime minister 
of the self -sty led “Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus,” 
said m a statement foe closure had 
achieved its aim of demonstrating 
that Turkish Cypriots exercised 
sovereign rights in the north of 
Cyprus. 

Turkish Cypriots control foe 
northern ‘ third of tbe 
Mediterranean island, which was 
invaded by Turkish troop6 in 1974 
following a pro-Greek coup in 
Nicosia. 

Mr. Eidgjn said United Nations 
peacekeeping forces would be 
able to move freely about foe 
island as before, but details would 
have to be worked out between 
the two sides. 

Ambassadors accredited to foe 
Republic of Cyprus in the south 
will be; free to cxps$ in cars carrying 
their national flags, but other 1 
diplomats will have to show 0 
identity cards at foe main Nicosia 
Ledra Palace checkpoint and give 
des tinatio ns 

Other visitors to foe north will 
need visas, something which the 
republic up to oow has only 


demanded at air and seaports. 

Fixity’s statement followed a 
meeting of the northern 
government. Turkish Cypriot 
leader Rauf -Denktash told acting 
U.N. Cyprus Representative 
James Finger and UN. peace 
force oommander Gen. Gunther 
Gieindl of foe dbcisiaif. 

Mr. Denktash said in a 
statement that closure of foe 
crossings had shown the world 
there wasa state in the north of foe 
islan d. 

His republic is recognised only 
by Turkey, whose Prime Minister 
Turgut Oral visited the ter r ito r y 
last week. Other countries 
recognise the Greek-Cypriot 
controlled Republic of Cyprus 
government in foe south. | 

Mr. Ozal called in several 
speeches fen- foe world community 
to accept Dukish Cypriots, who 
have only limited trade and 

cn mnniniratirm finlcs with foe. 

outside worid as a result, of their 
diplomatic, isolation^ • as - equals, 
with Grfeek Cypriote ."*'. t ‘ '' 

The T urkish Cypriots said foe 
bojder dosure was prompted by 
U.N. criticism of Mr. OzaTs -visit 
and by foe closure of foe crossings 
by Greek Cypriot demonstrators 
during his stay. 


both the moderator,' which 
regulates the fission of ufanimn 
23S, and as foe coolant, which 
tradsmii 5 foe heat.zesulting from 
the fission- to the 
power-generating turbines. 

Advocates of nudear power 
warn that Egypt already is 
energy-hungry, mid alternatives 
to nudear power are unreli a b le. 

Mohammad Al Wak3, head of 
foe Engineering and Computer 
Science Department at the 
American University in Cairo, 
warned that foe country’s ofl 
supply is bring depleted rapidly, 
with cons um pt io n increasing at 12 
per cent tol5 per cent annually. 

Egypt badty needs a new and 
dependable source of energy to 
use once foe ofl reserves axe 
exhausted, he said. “There is only 
one avenue for us: We have to go 
nudear,” he said. 

As for solar energy, he said, 
that’s good “only for heating 
water or for taking a sunbath.” He 
dismissed it as a major source in 
foe nation’s future energy map. 

“We doty have foe choice 
between coal and nudear power,” 
said Mr. Saeerii of foe Power 
Plants Authority. 

He pointed oat however, that 
griming coal reserves in foe S inai 
peninsula, estimated at 30 bflfion 
to SO bflfion tons (27 bflfion to 47 
billion metric tons), are 
insufficient to operate a coal-fired 
power station for very long. ' 

Mr. Saeedi .admowledges that 
nuclear power stations are more 
expensive than conventional ones* 
partly due to the safety 


. and impossible accidents before 
we install a nudear power 
station,” he said. Such potential 
m&iapft range from a complete 
break within thelargest pipe loan 
airplane crash on the plant, he 

Nevertheless, he said .foe 
operating cost of a nudear plant is 
much tower - than :foat of a 
coal-powered plant and fuel costs 


precautions required. 
“We will analyse all 


all the possible 


it. -will be more - expensive 
tomorrow,” he.sakL. 

Egypt has received three bids 
far tbe first nndear power station 
at Ai Dabaa, on the 
Mediterranean coast 150 
kilometres west of Aksandria. 
The bidders are Westinghotise 
Electric Coip- in partnership with 
Japan’s Mitsubishi Co.; a 
French-Itafian consortium led by 
Framatome of France; and 
Kraftwerk Union of West 
Gerneny. 

Opposition party objections to 
foe nudear project intensified 
after a radioactive cobalt 60 
device at Cairo Uni v e r sity was 
misplaced acddentalty in May and 
found 10 days later on foe campus. 
Part of a lead shield covering the 
device had been removed. - 

Although nobody was found to 
have been ooatammated, the 
incident, coming so soon after 
Chernobyl, spurred public 
sceptic is m 

Hamad Fawzi, chairman of the 
Nudear Safety and Regulatory 
Centre at the Atomic Energy 
Authority, said: “I think foe 
cobalt 60 incident had a more 
direct impact (on public opinion) 
than ChemobyL" 


Three get life sentence 
in Achille Lauro trial 


Turkey to hold 1 
on Sept. 28 for 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey will 
bold by-elections for II vacant 
parliamentary seats on Sept. 28, 
parliament officials said Friday. 

The assembly passed a 
government bill Thursday night 
which also included orders for 
state radio and television to air 
political parties’ statements in 
news programmes, they said. 


by-elections 
assembly seats 

The government thus bowed to 
protests from opposition parties 
against an earlier plan to ban such 
broadcasts during foe campaign. 

The poll will be a major test for 
foe conservative Motherland 
Party government of Prime 
Minister Turgut Ozal, although 
his 68-seat majority . in the 
400-seat parliament is not at ride. 


GENOA Italy (R) —An Italian 
court has sentenced Pales tinian 
. commando leader Abu Abbas and 
two of his lieutenants to life in jail 
in their absence for organising the 
hijacking of foe Achille Lauro 
cruise finer. 

The- court, in its verdict 
following foe three-week trial, 
sentenced three captured 
commandos who seized foe vemel 
off Egypt last October, to from 15 
to 30 years. 

All six were held equally 
responsible for die death of a 
.Jewish American passenger. 

Lawyers said under Itafian. law 
prgpnjmg a criepe was. .-more, 
serious than dtecufing it, which: 
would explain why foe hijackera 
got fighter sentences than Abbas 
and his 

Magied Al Molqi, 23, alleged to' 
befoe ringleader and the man who 
killed the American; was 
sentenced to 30 years while 
Ibrahim Abdul Latit,'21, got 24 
years and ftfco months. 

A third hijacker, Ahmad Al 
Assadi, 24, who cooperated with 
investigators, received a 15 year 
two month jail term. IBs two 
colleagues threatened him with 
death during foe trial. 

The only other men held in 
custody, said Gandura and 
Mohammad Issa Abbas, a cousin 
of Abu Abbas, who were accused 
of helping foe hijackers, were 
sentenced to eigjit months and six 
months respectively for c arrying 


false passports. 

As they left court Thursday all 
five defendan ts chanted m unison: 
“Long live Italian -justice. Long 
live Palestine.” 

Most of the sentences were less 
than those demanded by public 
prosecutor Luigi Carli, who 
wanted seven life and four 30-year 
temn far the main offenders. 

Abu Abbas, 37, leader of the 
Palestine Liberation Front (PL F), 
was released by foe Italians after 

and E g y p tian airtinar fairing him 

and the hijackers from Cairo to 
- Tunisia after foe hqadang was 
-forced to land in Sicfly by U.S. 
fighters. His release caused an 
'^Sbtcxy in foe United States which 
had called for his arrest. 

The other two men sentenced to 
life imprisonment, Ozzudin 
Badratkan, 40, and Ziad Al 
Omar, 36, are said to be dose 
.ateodates of Abu Abbas. 

Four men were acquitted. Abu 
Kifah, Mohammad Jarfaua and Afi 
Abu Kazem were also said to be 
associates of Abu Abbas but the 
court said they had not been 
properly identified by the 
prosecution. 

Greek citizen Faros Petros, 
alleged to have sheltered the 
hijackers at his Athens home 
before the. hijack, was also freed. 

A fourth hijacker Bassan Al 
Ashker, a minor at the time erf foe 
hijack, will be tried later by an 
Italian juvenile court 
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MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-Urn Paps docking at Aqaba 
pore 

— Cbrana 

— Akartari k Gflbcr 

Anun Kewar and Sons Granpniy, ^th 
its new offices in Stanei ra ni , at yocr 
service, tefc 603703/15. 
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Civil Defence DdrAfia 57306 

Ambulance 193, 775H1 

Amman do w n tow n fixe brigade _ 198 
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CM! Defence rescue 661111 
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Traffic police 896390a 
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Load seUlbuy rates tn fOs 
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891611/15 


AMMAN: 
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MARKET PRICES 


WEATHER 

supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 
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in od a otc winds. Li Aqaba, wmds 1 
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Uppatiawer price 81 $k per kg. 


Appncots 


ftpRsndx) 


(Mokammar) 


. Bahrain, Afau DbaW 


Jotdan Varney 


m 


22/36 


fhbhqgr. 

Canot (yeflosv) 

CnaSfiower 

Cbeny 

n n ww f , 

Eggplant (kige) 


2101 
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Yeatezdtys high temperatures: 
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MEWS IN BRIEF 


Chief of staff leaves for France today 



Cabinet appoints hew CBJ board members 


anted Harntti AI 
the board of 


"AMMAN (Petra) — The cabinet has 
' Tabba’a and Ziyad Iimah to serve as me 
directors Of the Central Bank of Jordan 
' They will succeed Issam Bdeir and 
■manlteishty has expired. • 

.CSC receives l 0,493 job applications 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A total of 10,493 citizens have appEed for jobs 
in - government offices 'through the C5v3 Service Commission - 
(CSC) in the first five months of 1986, according to a report in 
Sawt' Al Shaab Arabic daily newspaper. The report said that 
'among those applicants, 48- hold doctoral degrees and 1 1 others 
are physicians, while the rest are holders of VLA., BA. or tawjihi 
and community college diplomas. 

University allocates seats for expatriates 

AMMAN (J.T.) —The University of Jordan will assign five per 
-cent of its seats for diildien of Jordanian expatriates, according to 
university sources quoted by Al Ra’i Arabic daily newspaper. The 
; paper said that the measure will be applied in the coming 1986-87 
academic year and priority will be given to students with higher 
grades. According to instructions from the Council of Higher. 
Education, another five per cent of the seats at the university will 
be kept for non-Jordanian Arab students, the paper added. The 
paper' noted that the counriFs regulations provide for the 
university of Jordan to accept 2,500 students in the coming year. 

Jordan to invite WHO chief for a visit 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will invite Mr. Thomas Lambo, the 
director general of the World Health Organisation (WHO), to 
visit Jordan according to an announcement issued in Amman 
Thursday, The announcement said that the prime minister has 
approved the invitation and that the visit wtfl take place in die 
coming month. The announcement said that Mr. Lambo will hold 
talks with Health Ministry officials on developing cooperation 
between WHO and the Ministry of Health on matters connected 
with health affairs. 

' ' • # • , 

' WAJ president to attend water talks 

’’AMMAN (Pena) —Water Authority of Jordan (WAJ) president 
Mohammad Saleh Keflani will leave for England today to attend 
an international conference cm water-related issues. - 


Prince Ra’d opens sports 
camp for handicapped 


KAR&JC Prince Ra’d .coni 

.Ibn JZajp, , chkf.djamberiain ^pnd^tfK 


fro the banc 
ifieVsectitfis of j 


n* praddmNofe-die<ifoidan the? f jfrfcgft£sfc' of 

r.-i federation. Jc*; Jhaf Handacagped^^yroik. He' also toured the Mtfta 
(JSFH), Thursday openeda sportjf Centrefor Special Education . The 
■ camp for handicapped youngsters centre was established in 1982 by 
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which is. being held at the Mu’ta 
Centre for- Special Bducatkm. 

Atthe outset of die celebration, 
which- was attended . by Mu’ta 
University President Ali 
..Mahafzah, chairman of the 
h andica p ped welfare society in 
.Kazak, : Dr. Issa Al Qussons, 
delivered a speech in which he 
welcomed Prince Ra’d and said 
that all members of society should 
extend support arid' care to the 
-handicapped to help them 
become' 1 active members 
df the community. This camp, he 
added, aims to acquaint people 
with sports activities for the 
handicapped and to give those 
concerned- with the voluntary 
movement ' an opportunity to 
'extend' help and support to the 
IjancficappecL . !_ : ' 

- JSFH Secretary General ■ 
' Yousef Al Karini said the camp is 
being held for the first time in the 
country and added that the 
federation has added a new 
dimension in the services offered 
to the handicapped in order to 
help the handicapped move 
towards independence. 

! ■ Mr. Karen pointed out that a 
'national Jordanian team of 
handicapped people will take part 
in the special Olympiad for the 
h andicapped which will be held in 
the United States next year. 

' Prince Ra’d then watched 
various sport activities and art 


the Queen Alia Jordan Social 
Welfare Fund and it 
'accommodates - 40 mentally 
handicapped and hearing 
impaired people. 

The. four-day camp aims at 
enriching the experiences of the 
handicapped and giving them the 
opportunity to practice sporting 
and recreational activities. It also 
■ aims to teach die handicapped self 
independence, the spirit of social 
cooperation and group 
participation. 

Taking part in the event are SO 
students from the Young 
Women’s Muslim Association 
(YWMA), the Nazik Al Hariri 
Centre for Special Education, the 
Mu’ta Centre for Special 
-Education and the Swedish 
Organisation for Individual 
Relief. 

Later Thursday,' Prince Ra’d 
chaired a meeting at Mu’ta 
University for representatives of 
official and voluntary institutions 
in KarakGovemorate. During the 
meeting they discussed topics 
related to promoting awareness 
about dealing with handicapped 
people as active members of 
society. Prince Ra’d called for 
. promoting public awareness and 
.for extending help and aid to the 
' handicapped. At the end of the 
meeting a working team was 
formed to promote sports 
activities for tine handicapped. 


Jordan, Egypt discuss joint 
company for meat production 
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CAIRO =. (J.T.) - Egypt and 
Jordan are c urren tly involved in 
talks aimed at establishing a joint 
Company for the production Off 
.lean meat -The Jordanian News 
Agency, Petra, ' said that a 
Jordanian delegation is now in 
Cairo for talks on. the company 
Snd for discussion on bolstering 
bilateral cooperation .hi! animal 
husbandry matters. Tito agency 
said that the projected company 
aims at raising at least 100,000 


-head of sheep in its initial stages. 

-.The Jordanian side is led by Dr. 
Abdul Ghani Nahar from the 
Ministry of Agricoltnre and the 
Egyptian side is headed by Dr. 
Yahya Hassan, the deputy 
minister of agriculture. 

The establishment of the joint 
company is in implementation of 
resolutions adopted by the 
Jordanian-Egyptian Higher Joint 
Committee during its meetings 
earlier this year. 


Cement factory opens training 
course for technicians today 
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AMMAN (Petra) — A week-long 
: training course on cement 
production will open Saturday at 
the. Jordan Cement Factories 
Industries Company hi FUheis. 
-The course, organised in 
■coopexatioxi' with ‘ the Arab 
.Cement and BuSdmg Materials 
.tfnioii, will offer the 35- 
participants the chance to 
-familiarise themselves with 
materials used in the mamifaninm 
of cement and production and 


mamtenance work . There will also 
be training in the use of machinery 
and. equipment employed in the 
industry. 

Tito participants, all technicians 
and engineers from Arab 
countries in addition to Jordan, 
ate employed in die cement 
industry. This -will! be -the fourth 
training course of its kind 
organised by the Jordanian 
company. . 



KING HONOURS SAUDI POET — H& 

Majesty King Hussein Thursday confers the Nahda 
Medal on Prince Abdullah AI Faisal Al Sand who fa 
g fa tirtn g Jordan to participate far the Fifth Jerash 
Festival of Culture and Arts. The p resentation 
ceremony took place at Al Nadwa Palace in the 


presence of Court Ministar Adnan Abu Odeh, 
Armed Forces (kHnmander-fo-Chief General Sharif 
Zaid Ibn Shaker and the Saudi ambassador to 
Jordan. Prince Abdullah attended the opening of 
the Jerash Festival on Wednesday and recited a 
poem (Petra photo) 


Special committee approves JD 60m 
sale of fertiliser company to JPMC 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A special committee 
for economic security has 
improved the sale of the Jordan 
Fertilisers Industry Company 
(JFIC) to the Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company (JPMC) for JD 
60 million. The committee has 
also sorted out issues related to 
settling die distribution of the 
fertiliser company's shares and 
assets. An earlier cabinet decision 
approved the merger procedures 
for both companies. 

- According to a senior JPMC 
source, the JFICs expected 
cumulative losses to September 
1986 will reach JD 110 million. 

The JFIC has a capital of JD 55 
milli on and owns a JD 145 million 
plant situated 17 kDometres south 
of Aqaba. The plant has a daily 
output of 1,800 tonnes of 
sulphuric acid, 1,250 tonnes of 
phosphoric arid and 1,100 tonnes 
of dt a mmonh im phosphate. The 
company was established in 1975 
and it c ommissio ned the sulphuric 
and phosphoric arid units in 1982. 

Due to the sharp fall of 
.international world prices fro 
‘fektifi&Sis? TFTC 'riifefeined hea 
'losses the erkfof 1985 i _. 
losses werfc estimatEd aft JD 39 .62? 
m illion and by the end of June 
1986 a further loss of JD 9 million 
was registered. 

According to the senior JPMC 
official: “Balancing out the 

company’s losses will be achieved 
m asbort period. There is realty no 
problem. 

The authorised and fully 
subscribed capital of JFIC is 
divided into 55 f ™'^ nT1 shares of 
JD 10 each-- - 

After shareholder’s accounts 
with die JFIC have been settled, 
the government will sort out the 
remaining budget through a 
special fond which has been 
allocated for the purpose, the 
committee said in its report. 

As for as shareholders are 


concerned, a number of Arab and 
local companies will transfer their 
JFICs shares to the JPMC at the 
nominal value of each share in the 
two companies. 

Private sector shareholders, 
whose total number of shares 
number below 1 00, wfil be paid 50 
per cent of the shares’ no min al 
value, while those exceeding the 
100 share ceiling will be given the 
over-the-counter value of each 
share m accordance with 1985 
regulations on the transfer of 
shares. 

In an earlier interview with the 
Jordan Times, Wasef Azar, die 
director general of die JPMC, said 
that his company will be 
shouldering a commitment of JD 
60 million which includes the 
assets and losses of JFIC and he 
added that JPMC will offer 
compensation to JFIC 
shareholders. 

The final report on the 
company’s operations revealed 


that it sold nearly 85,000 tonnes of 
fertilisers to India, China, Italy. 
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Australia 
and France in 1985. 

The report said that the 
company’s total assets were JD 
123^39,267, at the end of last' 
year and the total losses incurred 
until mid-1985 amounted to JD 
21,915,072. 

In another related incident, Mr. 
Azar who took over JPMCs 
management on Feb. 7, 1983, 
declined to give the reasons which 
led him to submit his resignation 
from the directorship of JPMC on 
July 9 this year. 

“Everyone has the inclination 
to c hang e his job every now and 
then,” Mr. Azar. holder of a 
masters degree in development 
administration, told the Jordan 
Times in an interview. He refused 
to give reasons which prompted 
his resignation saying: “My 
resignation is not final, it has to be 
approved by the company’s board 
of directors.’’ 


Jordan, Greece 
sign executive 
programme on 
cultural 
cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Greece and 
Jordan have signed an executive 
programme for implementing a 
cultural cooperation agreement 
which was first drawn up in 1967. 

Under the terms of the 
agreement, the two countries will 
exchange visits by university 
teachers and will make provisions 
for granting scholarships to two 
Greek students to study Arabic in 
Jordan. Both sides wifi exchange 
expertise in education and will 
encourage academic to make 
contacts on subjects of common 
interests at the university level. 

Greece agrees to award 10 
scholarships to Jordanian students 
wishing to study at Greek 
universities and both sides will 
work towards concluding a 
cultural agreement between 
Greek and Jordanian universities. 

In the field of culture and art, 
the two countries win exchange 
specialists in archaeology, 
architecture and die restoration of 
archaeological sites and will 
exchange visits by folk troupes. 
The two' countries will also 
exchange publications oh 
antiquities and archaeological 
finds as well as information and 
documentary material in thk 
sphere. They also agree to 
encourage total cooperation 
between the departments of 
antiquities in both countries and 
Greece will help Jordan cany out 
excavations at the Greco-Roman 
rity of Jerash. 

In radio, television and the 
press, the two countries will 
en cour age the exchange of 
materials, publications and new& 


NRA official outlines oil 


7 \ 


exploration plans, reserves 


j- *■ >' By.Samir- Gbawi . • 

. ■ > Special to the Jordan Times '. 

AMMAN —The director general 
of the Natural Resources 
Authority (NRA), Mr. Kamal 
Jreisat, has called for establishing 
a national Jordanian company to 
conduct exploratory projects in 
the Kingdom to search for oil and 
other minerals. 

Addressing a meeting of tire 
Philadelphia Lions Club at die 
Jerusalem Hotel in Amman on 
Wednesday night, Mr. Jreisat said 
that throughout Jordan’s modem 
history it was only foreign 
companies and the NRA which 
have been involved in 
implementing oil exploration 
projects in the country. 

Commending the private sector 
for its vital and prominent role in 
Jordan’s economic growth, Mr. 
Jreisat noted that a public 
shareholding company with 
strong, dedicated private sector 
involvement would give an 
important impetus to prospecting 
potential as such a firm would 
enjoy greater flexibility and 
freedom than the NRA and would 
have a higher degree of loyalty 
and attachment to the Kingdom’s 
development than foreign firms . 

In his address entitled 
“Petroleum; potential resources 
in Jordan,” Mr. Jreisat gave the 
following breakdown (in 
Jordanian dinars) for the 
Kingdom’s ofl bill paid in hard 


1975 JD 24 million; 1976 JD 33 
million; 3977 JD 36 million; 1978 
JD 44 mfflion; 1979 JD 67 
million; 1980 JD 108 million; 
1981 JD 166 million; 1982 JD 
200 milfion; 1983 JD 199 million; 
1984 JD 238 million and 1985 JD 
209 million. 

Mr. Jreisat pointed out that the 


year' 1980 was the start of sincere 
efforts to cut energy consumption. 

He said that ofl finds in Azraq at 
a later stage was the corner stone 
in pursuing aggressive energy 
policies which resulted in many 
foreign companies shifting earlier 
stands and offering to restart 
exploration in Jordan. 

Mr. Jreisat went on to say that 
22 foreign firms contacted the 
NRA Ouring 1985 to obtain 
information on the Al Azraq 
discoveries and that earlier this 
year Amoco, the world’s fifth 
largest ofl company, signed a 
royalty agreement with the 
government to explore the Al 
Azraq/ Dead Sea area. 

The NRA’s general manager 
reaffirmed that it is highly 
promising to have found ofl in 
Jordan in commercial quantities, 
noting that the Azraq area covers 
about 20,000 square kilometres 
and that vast areas in the southern 
parts of the Kingdom resemble the 
geological areas producing oil in 
the Yemen. 

Ofl shale 

In addition, Mr. Jreisat 
continued, about 15,000 square 
kilometres of volcanic rock in the 
eastern parts of Jordan contain 
shale oil in large quantities. 

Moreover, Mr. Jreisat revealed 
that the Lejoun area in Karak 
Govemorate is extremely rich in 
ofl shale as it contains about one 
billion tonnes of reserves and that 
1,000 tonnes of ofl shale were 
to China last month for 
ies on its feasibility for 
extraction which, if positive, will 
lead to bringing in a distilling unit 
to process ofl shale at.acostS15 a 
barrel and at a rate of 55,000 
barrels per day. 


1C 


Rifai reviews Jordan’s economi 
poli cie s, scopes for investment 

Prime minister, in wide-ranging interview, discusses Jordan's 
ties with expatriates, oil exploration projects and 5 -year plan 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian government has 
implemented most recommendations adopted by the 
First Jordanian Expatriates’ Conference held in 
Amman last summer and a full report will be 
submitted to the Second Jordanian Expatriates' 

Conference, due to open under royal patronage in 
Amman on Monday, Prime Minister Zaid Rifai said 
Thursday. 


Techmashexport team 
of USSR in Amman 



\M m 

• .i. 



A team from Techmashexport 
arrived in Amman on Tuesday 
July 8, to supervise the Pumps 
Exhibition which is open from 
10-7-86 to 14-7-86 in 


cooperation with Suleiman 
Kelany Corporation. The 
exhibition aims to introduce die 
various range of pumps produced 
by the Soviet Union. 


He said that the conference, 
which is due to discuss all matters 
of concern to Jordanians living 

abroad, will debate the rem aining 
recommendations which have not 
yet been implemented. 

Mr. Rifai, speaking in an 
interview with Al M ugh tare b Al 
Arabi magazine which is 
published in Loudon, said that the 
government has taken measures 
to bolster expatriates' relations 
with their home country and to 
maintain channels of 
communication between these 
expatriates and Jordan. 

He said Jordan believes that 
there should be no difference 
whatsoever between Jor danians 
living in the country and those 
abroad as they both have the same 
responsibilities and rights under 
the constitution and the law. 

He said that the government’s 
recent measures concerning 
expatriates are designed to 
facilitate the process of them 
investing capital in their home 
country. These measures and 
these facilities, the prime minis ter 
said, have been extended to 
indude all non-Jordanian Arab 
nationals wishing to invest in 
Jordan. 

Jordan's economy 

Going on to discuss Jordan's 
economy, Mr. Rifai said that it has 
been directly affected by the world 
economic recession because it is 
an open economy and strongly 
linked to those of Arab ofl 
producing countries. Despite the 
unfavourable economic 
circumstances, Jordan has been 
able to maintain a relatively high 
rate of economic growth, nearly 
4.5 per cent at current prices, an' 
achievement realised during the 
previous 198 1-1985 five-year 
national development plan, the 
prime minister pointed out. He 
said that this could be regarded as 
a major achievement under the 
prevailing difficult economic 
circumstances. 

As a result of the sound 
economic policies followed by 
Jordan, the dinar has maintained ' 
its strength at a time when other 
currencies in the Arab area have 


suffered sharp fall in their value, 
and Jordan has been able to 
increase its exports and reduce its 
imports, the prime minister noted. 

These, he said, are all 
indications of the resilient and 
firm Jordanian economy and its 
ability to adapt to international, 
regional and local influences and 
developments. 

The world economic recession, 
the prime minister continued, has 
not dissuaded Jordan from 
undertaking administrative, 
legislative, financial, monetary 
and commercial measures to 
pursue the aims of progress and 
development and the Kingdom 
has continued to confront all 
economic crises and to enhance 
the national economy. 

In this respect Jordan has been 
moving ahead to adapt to the 
effects of economic recession, to 
rejuvenate the national economy 
and to maintain the momentum of 
a process towards progress 
through implementing a new 
1 986-1 990 five-year national 
development plan, the prime 
minister said. 

Five-year plan 

The new plan, he added, opens 
the door for enormous 
investments in agriculture, animal 
husbandry projects, industry, 
services, and construction. At 
present, the government is 
reconsidering legislation 
pertaining to economic aspects — 
including the companies taw and 
the law for encouraging foreign 
investments in Jordan — with a 
view to coping with developments 
and maintaining the economic 
momentum, the prime minister 
explained. 

He said that at present there are 
enormous opportunities for 
investment in Jordan's finan cial 
securities, government bonds and 
other financial and monetary 
.spheres. For this reason, the 
government has recently adopted 
measures designed to strengthen 
the Amman Financial Market to 
enable it to organise the buying 
and selling shares and bonds, the 
prime minafter continued. 

Mr. Rifai referred to Jordan’s 


economic and political stability 
which, he said, has been 
instrumental in enabling Jordan to 
attract investments. 

Referring to Jordanians 
employed in the Gulf. Mr. Rifai 
said they receive the best possible 
treatment and respect from then- 
host countries in the public and 
private sectors and at all levels. 
This, he said, reflects the unique 
relationship which His Majcsn 
King Hussein maintains with the 
leaders of the Gulf states and the 
high quality of Jordanians 
assuming important positions and 
the efficiency and skill the* 
display in conducting their work. 

Mr. Rifai noted that despite thc 
fact that Jordanian expatriates are 
now returning to settle in Jordan, 
there are expectations of a new 
outflow of Jordanians finding jobs 
abroad. Also, he said the" new 
five-year plan has made 
provisions for absorbing reluming 
expatriates and also takes Into 
consideration the number of those 
going abroad to work. 

Oil prospecting 

Referring to oil prospecting in 
Jordan, the prime minister said 
that this is an ongoing process and 
falls within a national strategy for 
enhancing the country's energy 
potentials. This strategy, he said, 
is designed to ensure local energy 
sources from oil. shale oil and 
solar energy with a great deal of 
attention being given to the 
rationalisation of energy 
consumption. 

Mr. Rifai went on to say that 
Jordan is continuing with its 
national drilling scheme which 
started in the early 1980s, 
especially in the Azraq region 
where 20 wells have been dug with 
encouraging results. 

Oil prospecting, has provided 
new data and more information on 
the country's geology and Jordan 
and several world oil companies 
have concluded agreements with 
the government to undertake oil 
exploration projects, the prime 
minister noted. 

So far Jordan has completed 
seismologica! surveys along a 
20,000 kilometre length of land in 
cooperation with Iraqi teams, the 
prime minister added. 

Fuel prices 

Referring to fuel prices in 
Jordan, Mr. Rifai said that crude 
ofl prices have been fluctuating on 
world markets and Jordan has 
been importing its needs of crude 
from Saudi Arabia and Iraq at 
pre-established prices. 
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problem probably 


without a solution 


By Barry Schweid 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON - When the 
Uai ted States and about 100 other 
nations meet in Geneva in 
September to review the 1972 
convention prohibiting the use of 
biological weapons, they may 
have to conclude that the problem 
defies solution. 

The sort of technology that 
promises to produce medical 
miracles is also rapidly refining 
this arcane method of warfare. 
The difficult problems of only two 
decades ago look like chfld's play 
by comparison. 

' The superpowers might be able 
to curb or even reverse the growth 
and proliferation of nuclear 
weapons through negotiations, 
but the outlook for biological 
toxins is not so promising. 

For instance, biological 
weapons once were produced in 
factories that were relatively easy 
to identify. For one thing, they' 
emitted a lot of steam. 

Today, far more deadly 
weapons can be manufactured in 
extremely small quarters. 
Oversight is virtually impossible. 
Knowledgeable sources won't 
even say who has the capability to 
manufacture the weapons. 

The Uaited States unilaterally 
reonounced the use of biological 
weapons in 1969. It was an act of 
morality, but afso of good 


strategic sense. Specialists in the 
field had concluded the weapons 


were virtually useless in combat 

They were both uncontrollable 
and fatal. The enemy could not be 
temporarily incapacitated in order 
to achieve a tactitcal objective, 
and the damage could not be 
contained. 

Diseases like smallpox and 
anthrax, infectious diseases, were 
bound to be fatal. Worse, from a 
military standpoint, the 


likelihood was they would spread 
far beyond the target aream, 
possibly eventually killing friendly 
forces as welL 

Genetic engineering over the 
past 5 to 8 years bas changed all 
that — in a dangerous way. 

It is now possible to design 
biological agents without extreme 
effects. Enemy troops could be 
knocked out for weeks or even 
hours, and surrounding areas may 
be left untouched. 

This means U.S. military 
commanders have to consider 
biological weapons a real and 
potential threat. Adding to their 
anxiety is that the toxins no longer 
are produced in brewery-sized 
buildings. In other words, it 
is virtually impossible to tell what 
a potential enemy is up to. 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
Defence Douglas Feith, in charge 
of negotiations on bfological 
weapons, likens the industrial 
process to a self-cleaning oven. By 
the time suspicious inspectors 
might turn up the traces of 
biological warfare, production 
would be gone. 

The verification the United 
States insists must be pan of any 
treaty with the Soviet Union to 
reduce nuclear weapons probably 
would not help enforce a 
tightened revision of die 1972 
biological warfare convention. 

U.S. researchers are working to 
develop antidotes to new toxins. 
But genetic engineering is so 
advanced the toxin can be 
changed quickly, outpacing 
defences. 

The United States already 
claimed the Soviets and their allies 
of using toxic substances in 
Afghanistan, Kampuchea and 
Laos. 

Looking ahead to the 
September review, Feith observed 
recently: "The re is no arms control 
solution to this problem.” 


Israel faces worst water 


crisis in its history 


By Gail Fitzer 

Fatter 


TEL AVIV — Israel, the country 
that boasts it made the deserts 
bloom, is facing the worst water 
crisis in its 38-yeor history. 

The sea of Galilee, IsraeFs only 
large fresh water lake and its 
major reservoir, is gradually 
drying up. Nearly all other natural 
and artificial reservoirs are 
completely empty. 

The situation is so serious that 
the national water company has 
urged Israelis to save water by 
showering with a friend. 

Experts say the crisis is mainly a 
result of four successive very dry 
winters, and the situation is 
unlikely to improve. 

Yet the government continues 
to subsidise the price of water to 
the public sector and private 
consumers, and sprinklers still 
water the lawns of public parks in 
the midday sun. 

“The reservoirs are lacking the 
amount of water Israel uses in a 
year, and each year the situation 
will get worse because no rain is 
falling." says Mordechai 
Yakobovitz, spokesman for the 
water company. Mekorot. 

For the crisis to subsidise even 
slightly. Israel would need 
above-average rainfall for the 
□ext eight years, he says. Last 
winter it received only 60 per cent 
of the rain it needed. 

In the past, Israel seems to have 
made the little rainfall it receives 
go a long way through irrigation, 
and its Arab neighbours accuse it 
of having stolen their water. But 
experts say it may not have the 
know-how to overcome the latest 
drought. 

The cabinet ordered the 
country's water usage cut by 10 
per cent (200 million cubic 
metres) last month. 

Ynkobovitz says many areas 
will probably have no water for 
limited periods this summer, 
ranging from a few hours to a day. 

Agriculture, Israel's largest 
water consumer and a major 
export earner, has been hardest 


hit by the crisis and is in the 
greatest jeopardy if it continues. 

Farmers have been told to grow 
only crops which require minimal 
amounts of water 

But private citizens still seem to 
be squandering plenty of water 
hosing their cars and gardens. 

Many critics accuse the 
government of not planning for 
the foreseeable water crisis, and 
say the 10 percent watercut is not 
enough to solve the problem. 

However, Israeli water 
commissioner Zemach Is hay says 
he planned for the shortage 
several years ago but budget cuts 
of S20 million over the past three 
years prevented him from 
implementing his ideas. 

Ittamar Givton, deputy budget 
director at the finance ministry, 
says Ishay's plans were not 
sufficient to counter the country's 
water deficit. “They may at best 
postpone the disaster by a couple 
of years, but they wSI not avert it.” 

The water commission 

concentrated on cosily projects 
rather than establishing strict 
water quotas and eliminating the 
govern meat's SO per cent subsidy 
of water prices, he said. 

A quarter of the water supply 
comes from the sea of Galilee in 
the north which is now two metres 
below its normal level. 

Natural and artificial reservoirs 
and underground wells provide 
the rest of Israel water. Nearly 
all of the 270 reservoirs are empty 
and 30-40 wells can no longer be 
pumped. 

Because of the lack of rain, 
underground salt water has risen 
and mixed with well water, 
making it too salty to use. 

The finance ministry has 
proposed that the government cut 
another 150 million cubic metres 
from water usage, drop water 
subsidies, and add a water tax to 
be used for the development of 
new water sources. 

Yakobovitz thinks Israel will 
have to invest more in the 
development of new water sources 
and the transport of more sewage 
water to overcome the crisis. 
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Come To Think Of It 


By Ibrahim Abu Nab ^ 






The bashers are with us 


- 


The bashers are too much 
With us now. You never 
Know, when they are going 

To bash or why 

Or who will be bashed 


By whom or where... 
The 


only thing to remember 
Is that the bashers, 

By the leave of God, will 
Bash 

On the morning of July IS, 
1964, writes TomWicker, the New 
York Times gave its readers a 
detailed account of a speech by 
General Dwight D. Elsenhower to 
the previous night's session of the 
Republican National Convention. 
Four paragraphs down, the 
following passage occurs: 

“But the convention hall fairly 
exploded when the general told 
the delegates that they should not* 
let themselves be divided by 'those 
outside our family, including 


sensatfon-seeldng columnists and 
commentatois....'" 

“I was not,” adds Wicker, 
"prepared for Eisenhower's 
attack on columnists and 
commentatois, much less for the 
response to it. There was a’ 
deafening roar of boos directed at 
the press stands flanking the 
speakers’ platform and many cm 
the convention floor jumped 
and shook theirfists at those in the 
glassed-in booths.” 

One can imagine the ugly mood 
of that mob. They bad an almost 
religious feeling of 
self-jd^teousness, of being a 
“holy family,” as it were, whose 
exclusivity and credibility was 
being violated by the so-called 
truth seekers. And that was why 
those Americans got into their 
bashing mood. 

A few weeks ago, we were told 


by some Washington 
correspondents that the 
Americans were now in a 
so-called Arab-bashing mood. 
They would bash Arabs at the 
drop of a hat And former Senator 
James Abu Ride said he wouldn’t 
be surprised if Americans went on 
the streets to bash any American 
of Arab descent just as happened 
during the Second World War to 
Americans of German and 
Japanese descent. 

It is of course easier to incite a 
mn h against outsiders than to 
incite h against the moulders of its 
own mind. And it should be in the 
interest of such moulders to help 
find an outside target for the 
vicissitudes of the people in power 
rather than let those people fix 
their eyes on them! They must 
help find a scapegoat lest they 
become the scapegoat themselves. 


un 


urge to bash, as one 
' told nK,isinhexc3tiin 
power politics.Ifalng power is 
not sees bashing a 1 
on the head, then foe big 
will not be seen big enough and 
will not be feared.. The 
Republicans in the U.S. 
stood well this principle. So 
went for boshfog and they 
ed Grenada and Libya and 
are stffl prancing waning to 
more countries. “Badimganj 
outsider ” foe psychologist added, 
i :, » one |way |of ■ achieving 
internal unity befima a political, 
leader who finds it mcreasfogfy 
diffi cult in modem times to keep 
people behind him and not in front 
of foe TV screen. So if there were 
no enemy, he would have to be 
invented.” 

“The English language,” said a 
p hilolog ist, “more man any other 


modem language, is becoming a 


“You don’t say,” said I. 

“Yes it is,” said foe philologist, 

thedisposadc^i^S-4bs bashers.” 
“How is that,” I asked. 

“Take for instance foe meaning 
of words in foe modem English 
lexicography,” be said. “The 
- romg of a terrorist 


is a 


Palestsnan Arab who has been 
deprived of his home and country 
and who finds no means of 
bringing justice to his case except 
violence. Such a person should be 
bashed, and so should be those, 
who sympathise with him.” 

“But how can a basher change 
the 'meanings of words in a 
democracy and carry his 
constituency with him ?" said I. 

“Very easy,” said the 
philologist, “he keeps loading his 


words .gradually, while the pres 
faithfully repeats his words, until 
the language is fulfy loaded and no 
ope stops to check the meaning of 
words.” • 

“Can you give me tome more 
examples of foe so-called loaded 
words " said I. “Yes of course” 
said foe philologist. “A Muslim 
radical is a Muslim who is to be 
feared and watched because he is 
radical. Afghan rebels are 
respected Muslims because they 
are a yfrist Godless communism. 
All Muslims who are not 
anti-communist are radical, 
fundamentalist and no good. 
Muslims become good Muslims 
only when they call themselves 
Muslims and they do not practice 
Islam. But then they become 
radical, or will have to be 
considered radical if only for 
bashing purposes!" 
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Reagan seeks more 
‘sympathetic' Supreme Court 


By Janies Vicini 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — President 
Reagan is trying to lay the 
groundwork for a more 
conservative Supreme Court after 
the just-concluded term in which 
his controversial social rights 
agenda suffered a series of 
devastating defeats. 

On issues ranging from 
abortion, minority voting rights 
and preferential hiring 
programmes for minority groups 
the high court in its nine-month 
term that ended last Monday 
sharply repudiated the Reagan 
administration's conservative 
crusade. 


“It seems to me the most 
striking thing about this term is the 
administration took an aggressive 
stand in pushing its social agenda 
and was rebuffed,” University of 
Virginia law professor Dick 
Howard told Reuters. 

‘The court has reaffirmed the 
position of previous years, 
continuing a centrist approach 
rather than a swing to the right." 

But Reagan was presented with 
a chance to make foe court more 
in tune with his ideology when 
Chief Justice Warren Burger 
recently decided to resign after 17 
years. 

Seeking to leave a judicial 
legacy after he leaves office, 
Reagan named justice William 
Rehnquist, the court's most 
conservative member, to succeed 
Burger. US. Court of Appeals 
judge Antonin Scalia, another 
conservative, filled the resulting 
vacancy. 

Rehnquist, 61, and Scalia, 50, 
could serve for many years if, as 
expected, the Senate confirms 
appointments for life. 

The court, in its final months 
under Burger, rejected 
administration arguments and 
reaffirmed its historic 1973 
decision legalising abortion. It 
also gave a ringing endorsement to 
foe use of affirmative action plans 
favouring blacks and other ^ 
minorities in the workplace. 

The court also rejected the 
administration's narrow 
interpretation of 1982 
amendments to voting rights laws 
which bar any limitation on voting 
rights of blacks and other 
minorities. 

A key administration loss was 
the ruling in the “baby Jane Doe” 
case that struck down government 
rules requiring hospitals to keep 
seriously deformed babies alive 
when parents decide against 
life-saving treatment. 

In foe term before tois the 
administration suffered defeats in 
several important religion cases 
involving school prayet and 
government aid to parochial 
schools. 

Despite foe defeats, ■ Justice 
Departmentofficials defended the 
administration's approach as 
laying the groundwork for the 
future when foe court may be 
more sympathetic to its views. 

Most experts do not expect a 
dramatic shift in the court's 
direction when it reconvenes in 
October, presumably under 
Rehnquisfs leadership and with 


Scalia on the bench. 

“I don't think the court will be 
much different from what it is 
right now,” Burger said In a rare 
television interview when asked if 
Reagan will finally have the court 
he wants. 

“I don't think decisions will be 
fundamentally affected by this 
change,” he said. 

But over the long term, 1 
scholars said, the nominations of 
Rehnquist and Scalia may have 
far-reaching impact, giving foe 
conservative bloc the intellectual 
firepower needed to win a 
majority on the deeply divided 
nine-member court. 

The Amcrcian Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU) said “foe opening 
shot of foe Rehnquist court” was 
fired with a recent landmark 
ruling that consenting 
homosexuals, have no 
constitutional right to engage in 
sodomy in private. 

Burt Neuborne, legal director 
of the constitutional rights group, 
criticised Supreme Court 
decisions upholding laws that 
make sodomy a crime in half foe 
states and allowing the military to 
ban the wearing of skullcaps by 
religions Jews while on-duty 
soldiers. 

“Orthodox Jews and gays felt 
the sting of the emerging 
Rehnquist court," be said. “It is 
more clear than ever that a 
majority of the present court lacks 
empathy with groups or values 
outside the cultural mainstream.” 

But foe ACLU civil rights 
groups agreed foe court had 
protected the rights of women, and 
minorities. 

“We looked at this term- as 
perhaps foe most important in 15 
years for race cases,'* Barry 
Goldstein, an attorney with the 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Coloured People 
(NAACP) legal defence fund, a 
civil rights group, said. 

The court bluntly rejected foe 
administration argument that 
racial preferences must be limited 
to actual victims of discrimination, 
not broad minority groups. 

Justice Department spokesman 
Terry Eastland said foe battle over 
what the administration sees as 
reverse discrimination against 
whites will continue in future 
years. 

“I think the court recognises 
racial preferences are temporary 
in nature, but it is unclear how 
soon the court wili finally say 
enough is enough” Eastland said. 

He also described as significant 
the court’s ruling that struck down 
as unconstitutional the key 
provision of the Gramm-Rudinan 
budget-balancing law. 

Burger, accepting the 
administration view, wrote in his 
last opinion that the automatic 
mechanism for cutting 
government spending violated foe 
constitution's separation of 
powers involving Congress and 
the president. 

When foe court returns in 
October, it will hear a sweeping 
challenge that the death penalty 
has been carried out in a racially 
discriminatory manner and a 
dispute between Reagan and 
Congress over military aid to El 
Salvador. 


Enrile emerges as man to reckon with in Aquino cabinet 


By Rqjendra Bajpai 

Reuter 


MANILA — Defence Minister 
Juan Ponce Enrile has emerged as 
the man to reckon with in 
Philippine politics after an 
abortive bid by supporters of 
ousted leader Ferdinand Marcos 
to topple the government, 
diplomats have said. 

Enrile’ s support for President 
Goxazon Aquino proved crucial at 
a time some serving generals and 
officers appeared to be defecting 
in the ‘belief that foe durable 
politician was spearheading the 
move against Aquino. 

Foremer Foreign Minister 
Arturo Tolentmo led Marcos 
supporters in the failed attempt to 
install a new government, had 
himself sworn in as acting 
president last Sunday and named 
Enrile as his prime minister and 
defence minister. 

Enrile spumed the offer, rallied 
to Aquino’s side and after nearly 
400 soldiers surrendered, he 
virtually granted them amnesty. 

A former aide of Marcos, who 
did not want to be named, said the 
62-year-old defence minister’s 
action also sent a dear signal to 


Marcos and his supporters — that 
they could not succeed without 

him. 

“Aquino knows that Enrile and 
(armed forces chief General 
Fidel) Ramos really matter and 
has to reckon with them. She 
knows she cannot play around 
with Enrile," one Asian diplomat 
■said. “He has also shown foe 
Marcos loyalists that it is futile to 
fight foe government.” 

- When the attempted coup 
began with a fanfare last Sunday 
evening, Aquino was with Ramos 
.in foe south and Enrile was at a 
meeting in Manila with his trusted 
aides. 

The . minister was not 
immediately available to speak to 
reporters, fuelling speculation 
that he might abandon the 
19-week-old government he had 
helped establish. 

For 20 years, Enrile served 
Marcos. Then, along with Ramos, 
heledamifitaiyrevoltin February 
that toppled the strongman in four 
days and Aquino assumed the 
presidency. 

The«Aqamo-Enrile partnership 
was uneasy from the start. Enrile 
was Marcos's defence minis ter 
when Aquino’s husband, former 


senator Benigno Aquino, was 
jailed for seven years 
and eventually shot dead at 
Manila airport in August, 1983. 

Political observers as well as 
■Western diplomats said Aquino 
quietly appeared to be 
undermining her defence 
minister’s authority. 

Ten days ago the government 
sequestered 95 per cent of the 
shares in foe country’s second 
largest bank, which was headed by 
Enrile. 

The government nominated its 
own men to foe board of the 
United Coconut Planters’ Bank 
and Enrile declined the offer to 
continue as chairman. 

Enrile and Aquino also disagree 
on how to handle the Co mmunist 
insurgency. While the president 
has called for a ceasefire and sent 
out peace-feeleis, Enrile has 
advocated a hard line. 

A Western diplomat said that 
Aquino might now find it difficult 
to undercut Enrile as “his position 
has enhanced vis-a-vis the miTi fttry 
and the government.” 

“He came bat of it very well 
indeed,” foe diplomat said. “Bat I 
don't think the game is over yet... 
Enrile the ball in his hand." 


Diplomats agreed Tolentmo's 
bid to seize power was probably 
based on the impression that he 
would wm Enrile’s support. 

“He must have been convinced 
that Enrile would join him,” foe 
former Marcos aide said, adding 
that foe revolt was doomed to 
failure from foe start without foe 
mfotaxy's support. 


Enrile also scored by permitting 
officers and men involved in foe 
15-hour revolt to return to their 
units without any government 
reprisals. 

The Western diplomat said be 
h pH managed to project an “I am 
your godfather” image within foe 
military. 

Aquino’s own image suffered in 
foe process. She emerged in the 
perception of many people as an 
indecisive leader. 

The president said on July 8 she 
had resisted pressure from 
supporters to take firm action 
because she did not want to turn 
foe rebels into martyrs. 

A Manila bulletin mlnmnht 
wrote that the event had shown 
“Enrile holds the ace in any 
attempt to unseat foe present 
regime.” 


Indian >^bel leader ends long trek from jungle 


jfy Gbaitanya Kalhng 

Reuter 


Minister Rajiv .who faces 

i& deepening/ domestic ..crisis 


NEW DELHI — The stocky 
man's eyes flick warily around foe 
elegant sitting room in the Indian 
capital, a subcontinent away from 
the steamy bamboo and teak 
jungles where he launched a 
guerrilla war 20 years ago. 

Laldenga (one name) has come 
along way since his Mho National 
Front (MNF) separatist rebels 
traded gunfire with the Indian 
army in the remote, mainly 
Christian northeastern terriotry of 
Mizoram, sandwiched between 
Burma and Bangladesh. 

The former accountant and 
World War II army radio operator 
shot to national prominence late 
last month when be signed a peace 
accord* with the Indian 
government, ending an insurgency 
in which about 1,400 rebels died, 
-were captured, or surrendered. 

Quick to anger, foe guerrilla 
leader, who left his men in foe 
jungles and came “overground” in 
1976 to talk peace, told Reuters: 
“I would rather not talk about 
those days.” 

The negotiations frequently 
broke down, leading to his arrest 
in 1979, and abortive ceasefire in 1 
1980, and two years in exile in 
Britain from 1982. 

Throughout the years of 
uncertainty, his outgunned 
guerrillas kept up their struggle 
for independence and remained 
personally loyal to him. 

The peace accord was a 
personal triumph for Prime 


sparkeri by. a ' extre mist 

lign- fo 


campaign- for independence in 
Punjab state. 

It provides that the Mizoram 
government, led by Gandhfs 
Congress (I) Party, would step 
aside in favour of an 
MNF -Congress coalition headed 
by Laldenga. 


The central government also 
pledged to start a process of 
conferring full statehood on the 
20,700 sq km territory. 

“Ten years is long enough to 
frustrate any person who wants 
peace,” Laldenga said. "But I was 
determined to get through with 
what I had started. The 
government was honourable, but 
It wanted to hammer out what it 
wanted. Both sides were 
stubborn.” 


A wily negotiator, I-aldcnga 
brought the same shrewdness to 
foe peace talks that helped him 
stay one step ahead of his pursuers 
from foe day in March 1966, when 
MNF fighters briefly overran 
Mizoram’s capital Aizawl. 

“Yes, many times we had to run 
for our fives in foe jungles,” he 
said. “But everyone in a 
battlefield bas to run for his life, 
whether he is a general or a 
private.” 

Caught in the crossfire between 
Indian and Pakistani troops, 
during foe war that led to foe 
creation of Bangladesh in 1971, 
Laldenga suffered another 
setback when foe ‘blue group’ Of 


, MNF .. strategists -suripadqrtftL 
robbing the nroven^t,. ^f. jits 
intellectual. lustre. / ‘ ", ‘ 

• '. The' guerrilla leader fled 1 with a 
few dose aides to Pakistan and 
then West Germany but his men 
emerged from disarray to set up 
new camps in Burma’s hills and 
Bangladesh's Chittagong lull 
tracts. 

The fighting shook up the 
tranqufllifestyleofthe hardy Mizo 
tribesmen, who were converted to 
Christianity after the British 
annexe d foe rugged territory in 
1876. 

Thousands of villagers, who 
depended on precarious 
slash-and-bum rice cultivation on 
steep hillsides, were forcibly 
resettled by foe Indian army in 
stockaded villages along a new 
highway built through Mizoram. 

.The insurgency in the territory 
— which has the forurth-highest 
literacy rate in India — was fuelled 
fay duonic unemployment among 
young MGzos. 

“My main priority will be social 
reconstruction Laldenga said. 
“Unless we repair the damage to 
our tribal fabric we cannot carry 
out any economic development.” 

He said he also faced the task of 
re habifi tating former guerrillas, 
who number about 600. "They 
will need psychological 
rehabilitation," he added. “We 
trained these men to kill, but now 
we want them to make peace." 

T jtldenga angrily denied his 
men would surrender to Indian 
authorities within foe four-week 
limit the accord lays down. 


"■'“They are* not surrendering — 
ffefcy will merely day down their 
arms,” he said. “And don’ call 
tost struggle' aiF insurgency— we 
were freedom fighters.” 

■ Laldenga said the press falsely 
traced the outbreak of foe revolt 
to a crippling 1959 famine when 
he set up the Mizo National 
Famine Front, forerunner of the 
guerrilla group. 

“The famine was an excuse 
manufactured by the Indians ” he 
said. “Mizoram was never 
historically part of India. We have 
no cultural or lin guistic affinity 
with India — we speak a language 
that is more akin to Japanese." 


He said Indian authorities had 
agreed he would take over as 
interim chief minister of the 
territory on August 12, paving the 
way for elections to a 
reconstituted state assembly. 

"The prime minster was told by 
his intelligence agencies that I will 
sweep 80 per cent of the popular 
vote,” Laldenga said. “I really 
command the great majority of 
the Mizo people.” 


Nakasone looks set for another term in power 


By Yuko Nakamflcado 

Renter 


TOKYO - The landslide election 
victory for Japan’s ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) looks set 
to propel Prime Minister Yasuhiro 
Nakasone into an unprecedented 
third term in power if he wants it. 

After leading his Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) to its 
biggest ever majority — 304 of foe 
512 seats in foe lower house — 
most political analysts believe he 
has won a mandate to extend his 
rule as head of the LDP. 

Under foe Japanese system, the 
leader of foe majority party 
automatically becomes prime 
minister. 

“After this unprecedented 
electoral victory, Nakasone could 
hardly step down in October when 
his second two-year term (as 
president of foe LDP) expires,” 
Mitsurn Uchida, professor of 
politics at Waseda University said. 

Kiyoshi Iijima, a political 
analyst close fo Nakasone, said the 
prime minister’s supporters might 
now feel free fo press for a 
third-term for Nakasone. 

The LDP’s current rules forbid 
a third term for its president and 
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Nakasone has repeatedly said he 
will not stand again, a sentiment 
be echoed during last ‘ Monday, 
night’s victory celebrations. 

But Nakasone has always 
qualified his position by saying 
foatparty rules forbid him to stand 
and that he will “abide fay party 
rules." Party rules can be changed. 

Nakasone also based his 
campaign on an appeal to voters to 
“re-elect me so 1 can help 
complete the policies 1 began.” 
And on Monday, foe powerful 
LDP secretary-general. Shin 
Kanemaru, told reporters that 
extending Nakasone’ s term was 
not out of foe question. 

“If a consensus is reached and 
party Yales are changed, that 


would be all right," he said. 

Uchida is more emphatic: 
“Nakasone is Ukely to extend his 
current term, possibly for a year or 
so. Nobody can force a prime 
minister, successful in public 
elections, to resign just because of 
(foe) rules of a political party.” 

All should become dear al a 
special parijameutary session: fo 
elect a- new prime minister 
planned for around July 22. 

If Nakasone does stay on, there 
•is little chance of a policy cbJmge. 
His main themes ' have been 
administrative and educational 
reforms and moves to faring Japan 
into what he sees as is its rightful, 
more influential, place in foe 
world. 

“I behove my policies, including 
diplomatic policies, have been 
supported by the people,” 
Nakasone said. 

Although most Japanese seem 
fo bock Nakasone’s policies, many 
are uneasy about his position on 
the military. His enemies accuse 
him of befog a hawk in defence 
matters. r 

Nob no Tomita, a politics 
professor at Meiji University, told 
Reuters, however, that Nakasone. 
will have to follow- foe poKcy< 
established in 1976 of keeping 


defence spending below one per 
oent of gross national product — 
at least until public sector wages 
are raised next year. 

Both Uchida and Tomita 
forecast Nakasone will make 
greater efforts to reduce trade 
friction, especially with 
Washington. 

“Japan owes the United States 
for restraint in not pr e s a n g for an 
even higher yen daring the 
election campaign" Uchida said 
“wife the US. mid-term election 
in November, Japan may now be 
ready to help Washington over 
trade friction” 

Political analysts attributed the 
LDP's resounding victory to a 
mixture of factors. - 

They said the op pos i tion failed 
to present -alternative policies in* 
an election that featured no real 
campaign issues. 

In foe faction-ridden LDP, 
competition among . Nakasone’s 
potential successors also 
encouraged conservatives, 
worried the fight would upset the 
applecart, to cast* ballot. 

Said Iijima: “Voters are 'more 
or less content with-living 
standards. They have some 
a nxi eties about the. future, (but 
they want) no radical change.” 


■fi * 











V i -;*■ 


r.v 


' ~r 

S }i ■■-* 




“My mother, who died last year 
at foe age of 95, was bom free, 
before the British conquered us,” 
he added. 

. Laldenga said be signed foe 
peace accord because it promised 
constitutiional safeguards for 
Mizo culture and religion. 

“No other nationality should be 
allowed to go into Mizoram,” he 
said. “Even Indians will, require 
special passes to enter the state.. 
We will be left alone." 
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By Junes Glekk 

Afew font Ifour 

NEW YORK.'— American 
climate researchers have farther 
moderated the most extreme; 
predictions of prolonged freezing 

forward three years ago as part of 
the ontfook for the aftermath of a 
nuclear war.' 

■ Because' of. the widely debated 
implications that such a “nuclear 
water” would have far strategic 
policy, a variety of government 
agencies have spent mdhons of 
doDan since 1984 on co mpu t er 
calculations and other research to 
assess the possibility Oat smoke 
and soot could shut out sunlight, 
causing a diflHng of the Earth’s 
dimate. 

The calculations now suggest 
that the cooling would be less 
severe and less long-lasting that 
was oijginaQy believed, with- a 
drop of perhaps 25 degrees 
Fahrenheit (14 degrees 
centigrade) instead of as much as 
45 degrees Fahrenheit (25 
degrees centigrade). 

Scientists at the ' National 
Centre for Atmospheric Research 
in Colorado, the Los - Alamos 
National Laboratory- in New 
Mexico, and Lawrence Livermore 
'National Laboratory in 
California, the three main centres 
of research on the subject, caution 

that they me si gnalling oo general 
retreat from the idea that the 
indirect aftereffects of nuclear war 
would cause human misery on a 
without precedent. 

They say_ that, beyond the 
immediate casualties from blast 
and radiation, their conmuter 
models still show the potential for 
.the widespread crop destruction 
from the torrents of smoke that 
would be sent skyward by banting 
cities and forests. 

The scientists believe that 
hundreds of millions of lives 
would be lost to a broader 
combination of devastating 
effects, from changes in rainfall 
patterns to the breakdown of 


industrial society. 

ButStarieyLThompsonofthe 

atmospheric centre said: “It’s 
quite different from what people 
were talking about” 

“People realty have in their 
minds the Image of frozen lakes 
and frozen cornfields and having 
to dig through frozen ground to 
bury the dead, and those images 
are too extreme,” he said. 

Tim original hypothesis, as 
published by a group odf scientists 
in the journal Science in 
December 1983, transformed the 
public debate over nuclear policy. 

The calculations, foresaw 
temperatures plunging well below 
freezing and suggested that die 
aft e reffects of even a limited 
shdear exdiange might be worse 
than the immediate destruction 
from bombs and missiles. 

Because firestorms in burning 
cities would pump miHiona of tons 
of black smoke hi gh into tee 
atmosphere, the authors 
calculated that a pall could spread 
over the entire Northern 
Hemisphere, blotting out nearly 
all sunlight for weeks. They 
estimated that months of 
temperatures below freezing 
could follow, spreading 
annihilation to countries far 
removed from the scene of 
combat. 

On the basis of tee clima te 
predictions, biologists argued that 
the damage to interdependent 
plant .and animal populations 
could cause mass extinctions. 
Since then, studies have continued 
to show what biologists consider 
dangerous sensitivity to even 
s mall clima tic changes. 

To strategists, this prospect 
mean that a surprise attack could 
be self-destruction even in tee 
absence of nuclear retaliation, a 
view requiring a shift in the 
understanding of tee theory of 
deterring war by tee threat of 
heavy nuclear retaliation. 

The 1983 calculations were 
based on the best available 
computer model. In January 
1985, new findings by researchers 
at the Lawrence Livermore 


National Laboratory and the 
centre for atmospheric research 
were presented. 

They (fid not e liminate the 
possibility of an extended period 
of subfrcezing temperatures, but' 
indicated a range of possibilities 
froma prolonged deep freeze over 
much of the Northern 
Hemisphere to- shorter periods of 
near-freezing temperatures over 
much smaller area. 

In the last year, computer 
models have taken into account 
more physical process: the 
stabihsmg influence of tee oceans, 
the way wind would blow patches 
of smoke and tee washing-out of 
soot particles by rainstorms. 

As a result, the climate' 
scientists now believe teat a war in 
summer, when tee effects would 
be most pronounced, would not 
push temperatures down to tee 
freezing point. Some inland areas 

wibule 

fed little temperature change at 
all, they say. 

In winter, when dimate is more 
stable, they say the potential drop 
in temperature would be much 
smaller. 

‘Temperatures aren't going to 
be so cold that people who have 
some sort of shelter aren’t going to 
be protected,” said Michael C. 
MacGracken, who head the 
mrni wiring effort at Livermore. 
“Levels would be harmful to crops 
still, but would not probably 
devastate tee natural ecosystems. 
If s going to be like temperatures 
we experience in tee fall.” 

The original estimates showed 
temperatures plunging 45 degrees 
Fahrenheit and staying below 
freezing for months; tee new 
estimates suggest initial drops on 
tee order of 25 degress. Although 
tee new mndrfs differ in detail, 
they all point to a return to within 
10 to 15 degrees of normal 
temperatures in tee Curst monte. A 
few degrees of cooling could last 
for several years, the new 
estimates suggest 

“Does the world have to freeze 
to an ice cube before people 
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Chernobyl throws doubts over Swiss civil defence 
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By Peter Coonufi 

Reuter 

LUCERNE, Switzerland — For 
the thousands of motorists who 
drive through it every day. there is 
little to distinguish the 
Sonnenberg tunnel from the many 
others.. .that .mark,- the route 
tijuppugb the AlpF.QUJhe way soitfh 
no Italy; ’. t: -.ra 

- From a- speeding car,. yRU 
cannot see tee 13-metre thick 
concrete blast doors and you can 
only imagine the thousands of 
h unk beds, portable toilets and 
cans of food piled just behind the 
tunnel walls. 

The tunnel, set m a hill just 
outside tee lakeside town of 
Lucerne, is not just part of a major 
north-south motorway. 

It is also Switzerland's largest 
midear shelter and a showpiece of 
its massiv e commitment to civil 
defence. 

However, in the aftermath of 
the explosion at the Soviet 
Union’s Chernobyl nuclear 
reactorm April, critics have begun 
to wonder if vast expenditure here 
on shelters over the last 20 years 
would provide any protection in 
the event of a disaster nearer 
home. 

“Our whole dvfll defence policy 
is based on nuclear war where 
rising political tension is expected 
to give the government two or 
three weeks to prepare the 
people,” Heinz Mueller, general 
secretary, of the Civil Defence 
Union, a private group, told 
Reuters. 

“But Chernobyl shows that civil 
catastrophes can be a problem.” 
,Like other countries, 
Switzerland began building 
shelters in the 1960s amid fears 
teat growing tension between tee 
superpowers could erupt into 
nuclear war. 

When Cold War gave way to' 
detente m the late 1960s and 
1970s, the dust began to settle on 
most countries’ sheltezs. 

But tee ^wiss carried on 
building, committed to providing 
a place in a shelter for all by the 
year 2000 as an integral part of 


: their policy of armed neutrality. 

Under tee ambitious scheme, 
all homes and offices built since 
1966 must have a bomb-proof 
shelter in tee basement. These 
account for 85 to 90 per cent of 
total places. 

The rest are housed in public 
bankers,' 'the largest of whidh- is 
^Sodhenberg* ’ ■ '* s 

. ^ Ithas room.for an undergrotmd 
community of 20 , 00 d people, 
complete with sophisticated air 
and water filtering, operating 
theatres, prison cells —7 and a safe 
deposit room to store tee family 
valuables. 

The programme has cost 
around half a bflBon francs ($275 
mMon at today’s prices) a year 
over the 20 years but, true to the 
Swiss passion for getting value for 
money, the shelters are designed 
to have other uses in peacetime. 

A took into an average private 
family shelter is Hkety to reveal 
wine bottles, slris and boxes, while 
marry public shelters are used as 
youth dubs or rented out as 
practice rooms for rock-bands. At 
Sonnenberg, the beds and 
emergency toilets would actually 
be set up on the motorway tarmac. 

The fact teat shdters are not 
empty and ready for immediate 
use is the problem, say tee critics. 

Mueller’s group is worried that 
while shelters are required by law, 
it is only since the beginning of tee 
year that new ones lave had to be 
equipped with the emergency 
equipment, beds and other items 
necessary for survival. 

Under the new law, people who 
already have shelters have a 
ten-year grace period in which to 
eqo 4 > them. 

“Of course you can use them in 
an emergency,” said Mueller. 
“But without toilets, beds and so 
on you are going to be forced out 
after a few days, radioactivity or 
not.” 

It takes around 5fl hours to get 
the Sonnenberg tunnel completely 
ready few mass occupation, 10 . to 
12 boors of it just to dose tee 
massive blast doort. 

However, local officials point 


out that it could be occupied 
almost immediately in tee case of 
a sudden emergency. Unlike most 
shelters, all the equipment is 
already there, including several 
days' supply of a special long-life 
emergency gruel for use once 
nomol food supplies run out. 

* Haifa "Mhmmenteatei, ’director 
Of’ tee -ffedeerf- Office Civil 
Defence^ is' unimpressed ‘ by 
mtHnSin of tiib ideaybe hm d Swiss 
civil defence policy. 

He also rejects charges, 
heightened by the Swiss 
authorities’ restrictive 
information- policy in tee early 
days after Chernobyl, that not 
enough is done to inform the 
public. 

“In the case of sudden danger 
through radioactivity, we can get a 
first and quite substantial degree 
of protection by ordermg people 
to stay at home, go down into the 
cellar or their shelter,” 
Mummen thaler said in a recent 
interview. 

As for information policy, 
Mummen thaler said that every 
Swiss telephone directory carries 
several pages of multi-lingual 
instructions telling people what to 
do in case of emergency. 

Chernobyl would prompt the 
authorities to take a close look at 
many aspects of Swiss civQ 
defence policy, but there was no 
need to turn iton its head, he said. 

However, such a shake-up is 
precisely what a small but vocal 
minority want 

According to tee anti-nuclear 
“Friedenszeitung” (peace 
newspaper), concentrating on civil 
defence diverts attention from 
what should be tee mam goal — 
working to prevent nuclear war 
and to find alternatives to nuclear 
power. 

"We have a choice,” the latest 
edition of the newspaper said. 
‘Either we oontinue to build tee 
already massive “protection 
apparatus’ and accept living with 
the risk for life, or we fight such 
resignation by striving for an 
immediate escape from the atomic 
holocaust.” 


Preventive agent to combat ateriosclerosis? 


By Dr . Robert Lutz 

IT has always been medicine ’s 
tafrdKrished dream to.be able 
to at least retard the 
‘‘calcification** cif the Mood 
ve * Sc ls in old. people. There now 
appeal* V be new hope, in tee 
fonn of medication minds the 
“caldnm.. mifaigp wlgf*? group. 


reduce -deposits .in tee beam’s 
arteries. 

The mcwt oommon disorder of 
the arterial -system is 
arteriosclerosis. As people grow 
older, choles ter ol crystals and 




ofahsostaflhunianMpodvesseb. 
Hus leads to a narrowing nr wwi 
total Wqckntte of tee. transverse 
section of -tee vessels. A team 
.headed by PtoL Albrecht H. 

Fleckenstein, Freiburg 
l&uvenity, has beatable to prow 
.through CXtensiye e xpe r i m ent s 


. and studies on rats teat cahaurn 
antagonists can prevent or 
drastically reduce calcium 
deposits in ageing cerebral 
arteries. 

Prof. Fleckenstein earned 
worid-wide fame in 1967 as the* 
first researcher to fnd oat how 
n>!«ini antagonists work. This 
group b used to treat c o ro nar y 
heart diseases. It works as follows: 
Daring the excitation phase of the 
heart’s pumping movement, 
varying amounts of electrically 
charged caldum atoms (ions) flow 
into the myocardium (heart 
mus cle) cells, causing tee heart 
muscle to contract with varymg 
degrees of energy. The. calcium 
anta go nists retard this process. 

. The heart muscle no longer 
contracts as strongly, thu s 
requiring leas oxygen. At tee same 
rime, tee tension of tee vessel 
walls is reduced. The heart can 
now operate on its “overdrive** 


since resistance to its pumping 
movement has decreased. 
Calcium antagonists also help to 
improve blood flow texoogfi the 
myocardium and protect it against 
damage caused by excess levels of 
caldum ions. The latter are 
capable of destroying entire areas 
orvasculorand myocardiac tissue. 

Fleckenstem recommends that 
hospitals consider the possibility 
of using calcium antagonists 
prophyiacticafly when treating 
genatric conditions. The Rndbuig 
study, which will be published 
shortly, does not darify whether 
antagonists . also help pr event 
mental decay in very old people. 

What does seem to be clear,’ 
however, is tee fact teat these 
substances show Etde effect once, 
“geriatric calcification” has set in. 
By ten stage, tee arterial walls: 
have been destroyed by caldum — 
German Research Service, Bonn 


become concerned about what’s, 
going to happen?” asked Richard 
P. Turco, one of the authors. 

How the revised view of 
“nudear winter” should affect 
strategic thinking is very much 
matter of perception. Some 
scientists argue that tee new data 
differ from the original report only 
by degree and that the biological 
consequences remain uncertain 
and dangerous. 

However, Mr. Thompson and 
Stephen H. Schneider of the 
atmospheric centre argue in the 
current issue of Foreign Affairs 
that the policy implications have 
changed sharply. 

They note teat tee “nuclear 
winter” theory has influenced 
strategic thinking in two 
important ways. Some strategists 
have been fed to speak of a 
“suicide" effect in any surprise 
attack. 

According to this idea, an 
aggressor would be restrained by 
the knowledge that dimate effect 
could be as severe as the direct 
damage from nudear retaliation. 
Mr. Thompson and Mr. Schneider 
contend that tee scientific data no 
kmjpr support that notion. 

Similarly, they criticise the 
theory that a threshold exists 
above which nuclear arsenals 
become a weapon that cannot be 
used without destroying the entire 
planet The threshold argument 
has been used to support calh for 
reducing arsenals; it has also been 
used to suggest a motive for a 
limited surprise attack, on tee 
theory teat the targetted nation 
would be afraid to retaliate. 

Mr. Thompson and Mr. 
Schneider contend that no such 
threshold exists in a realistic 
model and that human extinction 
is no longer a plausible 
consequence of nudear war. 

Many of their colleagues, who 
.read the article as it circulated 
before publication, criticised it as 
premature. “It's one calculation,” 
Mr. Turco said. “Things could 
change again.” 

Carl Sagan, the Cornell 
University astronomer, who has 
been one of the strongest 
advocates of tee nudear winter 
idea, said that in any event tee 
precise temperature predictions 
were far less important than tee 
potential bfolojpcal consequences. 

“I don’t think nudear winter 
implies sabfreezing temperatures, 
not necessarily,” Mr. Sagan said. 
“You can have winters in which 
the temperatures are not below 
freezing.,... 

“A single day . in whldi tee 
temperature dips below zero can ' 
•destroy a rice crop,” he said.’ ’.A 
local temperature decline of three 
or four degrees is enough to 
destroy all wheat and barley 
growth in Canada.” 

Mr. Thompson and Mr. 
Schneider said they expected 
further refinements as climate 
models were farther improved. 
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At kft, a United Slates Army nussfie over the White Sands, New 
Mexico, testing ground races toward a target meant to dm iii nfc a 
nudear warhead. At right, the first fractional second of impact. The 


vehicle is known as the flexible lightweight agile guided experiment, or 
FLAGE. Previous targets were stationary . The pictures were taken on 
June 27. 


U.S. space crisis highlights awesome Star Wars hurdles 


By Christopher Hanson 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — After a string 
of US. space disasters, experts are 
asking if America's proposed 
“Star Wars” system can even be 
lifted into orbit, let alone work as a 
leak-proof anti-missile shield. 

The sceptics, who include many 
top scientists, stress tee awesome 
technological hurdles to be 
overcome if President Reagan's 
dream of making nudear weapons 
“impotent and obsolete” through 
space defence is to be realised. 

Even before the traumatic loss 
of the space shuttle Challenger in 
January, which shook the nation’s 
faith in its space expertise, many 
scientists doubted man was 
capable of building a perfect 
defence against the terrifying 
power of the intercontinental 
ballistic missile (ICBM). 

Now the U.S. space programme 
is in its biggest crisis since the late 
1950s — grounded indefinitely 
after successive explosions of the 
Challenger and two unmanned 
rockets. Space experts say a 
dramatic leap in U.S. launch 
capability would be needed just to 
hoist a Star Wars system into 
orbit. 

Star Wars, also, known as the 
Strategic Defence Initiative 
(SDI), would require an array of 
orbiting weapons fast, accurate 
and smart enough to zero in on 
hundreds of multi-warhead Soviet 
missiles within a minute of launch. 

The defences teen would have 
to destroy thousands of warheads 
concealed in a massive, space 
cloud of hundreds of thousands of 
decoys. 

If only a handful of Soviet 
warheads got through, millions of 


Americans could die. 

SDI officials, who prefer not to 
be identified, say research so far 
has resulted in some significant 
breakthroughs in laser weapon 
technology and other areas and 
insist the future for space defence 
is promising. 

They point to Iasi month's army 
experiment in which a 
grou nd-fi re d t est rocket destroyed 
a missile in the atmosphere 
travelling at three times the speed 
of sound. 

But the vaunted space shuttle of 
the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA) 
was to have been a key vehicle for 
Star Wars tests and then for 
deployment once the SDI -passed 
beyond its research stage. 

The shuttle loss has delayed 
Star Wars experiments, including 
anti-missile laser pointing and 
tracking studies and a test of 
atmospheric conditions over the 
North Foie, where Soviet missiles 
would fly. SDI officials say. 

Even before the January 28 
crash. NASA was falling well 
short of its 24-Iaunches-a-year 
shuttle schedule. Space officiate 
now say the craft might not fly 
again until 1988. 

Citing Pentagon data, a recent 
congressional report questioned if 
a Star Wars system with 
components weighing up to 
90,000 tonnes — heavier than tee 
biggest aircraft carrier — and 
requiring up to 5,000 launches 
could even be lifted into orbit. 

The Pentagon released a report 
on June 25 acknowledging the 
hurdles faring SDL The report 
said success depended 00 major 
technological breakthroughs. 

The congressional report 
questioned whether a “Star Wars" 
system — hundreds of 


computer-linked surveillance 
satellites, missile tracking devices, 
laser gun platforms, and other 
weapons — would e\ er work 
outside the laboratory. 

It would face huge technical 
challenges at each phase of a 
missile "attack — the boost phase 
just after rockets are launched, 
mid course phase when multiple 
warheads are released and 
terminal phase when the warheads 
approach target. 

It would be vital for lasers 
orbiting over the Soviet Union to 
destroy as many missiles as 
possible during the shun boost 
phase, before their multiple 
nuclear warheads were released. 

Even if lasers could be 
perfected, the congressional 
report said, boost phase defence 
would be extremely difficult. 

The Soviets could depioy 
fast-hum boosters, shortening the 
phase from five minutes to as little 
as 50 seconds, congressional 
sources said. 

In the midcourse phase. Soviet 
missiles would release decoys to 
hide warheads among up ;o one 
million objects, the congressional 
sources said. Scientists seeking 
ways to identify warheads among 
decoys are far from a 
breakthrough. 

At the terminal phase, when 
warheads approch targets, ground 
defences could be overwhelmed, 
space experts say. 

The congressional report said a 
Star Wars system orbiting above 
the Soviet Union would be 
extremely vulnerable to 
pre-emptive destruction — from 
anti-satellite (ASAT) weapons, 
pellets shot into orbit, space 
mines, ground-based lasers now 
under development, or raids by 
space-walking cosmonauts. 


They say the Soviets could use 
nuclear air bursts to knock out 
U.S. radar, equip warheads with 
wings to manoeuvre away from 
anti-missile rockets and slip 
coastal submarine-launched 
warheads and low-flying .cruise 
missiles through radar gaps. 

Critics say Star Wars defences 
would be so’ vast and complex the 
system as a whole could only be 
tested in war. 

They say the decision to start up 
would 'have to be made so fast, in 
seconds, that the SDI computer 
system itself would take it — 
effectively removing from human 
hands the decision to fight World 
War Three. 

"We’d never be able 10 trust it.” 
said David Parnas, an engineer 
who quit an SDI computer unit. 

These kinds of technological 
problems and the dent to tee 
power of technology delivered by 
the crippled space programme 
have led to a sharp differences in 
the Reagan administration. 

Reagan has insisted since he 
first made the Star Wars proposal 
in 1983 that his goal is a 
leak-proof shield for populations 
and Defence Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger asserts teat is still the 
aim. 

But SDI officials, citing 
technological limitations, say a 
leak-proof shield cannot be 
achieved and Star Wars will 
protect only selected sites such as 
missile bases. 

More than 1 ,600 scientists and 
engineers from government and 
industrial laboratories urged last 
month that SD! funding be curbed 
because, they said, a leak-proof 
shield was a myth and a partial 
defence would only stoke the arms 


THE HIGH YIELD SAVINGS ACCOUNT 


Highly competitive 
interest rates fixed monthly 


Available in Sterling. US Dollars. 
Deutshe Marks and Swiss Francs 


No minimum deposit 
requirement 


Deposits accepted 
at any time 


Withdrawals subject to 
28 days notice 


Main Office Amman Jebel Hussein Branch AJ-Wehdat Branch AbdaJli Branch 

King Hussein Street Khaled Bin Walid St. Madaba Street Abdali 

P.O. Box 444. Amman Jebel Hussein P.O. Box 520301 P.O. Box 925259 

Tel 638175 ''663 617 V6/7 P.O. Box 922376-Amman Al-Wehdat, Amman Abdalli- A mm an 

Tlx 2125"' Tel. 660471/2/3, 667651/2 Tel. 770810, 770130 Tel. 662239 


The British Bank * * 
ofthe Middle East u ’ 
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Williams boss watches 
team go through paces 


BRANDS HATCH, En gland (R) — Formula One 
team chief Frank Williams , back on the Grand Prix 
scene for the first tim* since a road accident in 
March, watched his team drivers set the fastest and 
third-fastest times in Friday’s opening practice for 
Sunday’s British round of the world championship. 

Williams, 


Wheelchair-bound 
still paralysed from the back 
injuries suffered in the accident, 
watched Brazilian Nelson Piquet 
Maze round the 42. kilometre 
circuit in a pace-setting one 
minute 07.690 seconds followed 
by tide-challenger Nigel Mansell 
from Britain in 1:08.818. 

Piquet and Mansell had 
occupied first and second places 
for a time — an effort which must 
have satisfied their boss — but 
Austrian Gerhard Berger 
sandwiched his Benetton between 
them late in the session with 
1:08.196. 

Williams has been closely 
monitoring his team's tremendous 
progress bom a distance this 
season and at last felt himself able 
to appear in person. 

He knows Mansell has every 
chance of becoming Britain's first 


world champion since James Hunt 
10 years ago. "Nigel is doing a 
magnificent job," said Williams. 

Although Mansell, who had his 
third win of the season in last 
Sunday's French Grand Prix, was 
relegated to third overall, he fared 
better than tide rivals Alain Prost 
of France and Ayrton Senna of 
Brazil. 

Reigning champion Prost, just 
one point ahead of Mansell in the 
drivers’ standings, was sixth best 
in his McLaren while Senna, third 
overall, had to settle for fourth 
fastest in his Lotus. 

Senna. left with Saturdays final 
qualifying session in which to 
book his sixth pole position this 
season. Mamed die poor adhesion 
of his car's tyres. 

Piquet won in Brazil soon after 
Williams' crash in southern 
France, but he has not tasted 


success since. 

He needs another first {dace in 
order to stay in touch with the 
leading trio. “1 think we can 
improve a little tomorrow" he 
said. "I think die team is going 
very welL We have quite a good 
chance of winning here." 

Mansell said mechanical 
problems during the morning 
session had affected his 
performance in the timed run. His 
W illiams needed an engine change 
which delayed his appearance on 
the track. 

"There was not enough time to 
set up my car,” he said. "But in the 
circumstances third was not too 
bad." 


Jacquc 

an eventful day. His Ligier caught 
fire and was extensively damaged 
at the end of untimed practice. 
Then his reserve car collided with 
the McLaren of Finland’s Keke 
Rosberg at die hairpin. Neither 
driver was hurt. 


LOST 

WHITE POODLE DOG 

in Jabai Amman - Zahran area — a dog with a red 
leather colar has been lost. 


If found or seen please inform Zahran police station 
or tel. 817563. 


N.B. Dog needs further treatment 


In spite of his handicap. Frank 
Williams was willing to talk to 
reporters after die session. "The 
i-p«m seemed to do better without 
me — but I miss it," he joked. 

"I’ve got to be patient. I'm 
paralysed from the shoulders 
down although I moved my wrists 
for the first time Thursday. 

“In six months from mow, I 
should be able to shave, feed and 
make a nuisance of myself." 

Williams said he now goes to his 
team’s headquarters every day but 
makes no racing decisions. He 
leaves everything to his chief 
designer Patrick Head. 

“It’s just great to be at a 
racetrack again," be added. 



FC Hamburg sign two Polish World Cup 
players 


HOMBURG, West Germany (R) — Polish World Cup soccer 

w . . goJjjgjj — 


pair Andrzej Bunco! and Roman Wojtidti have si gned for 


a dim spokesman said Friday. He said team official Udo Gd- 
tlinger returned with the players Thursday after three days of 
negotiations with Bancors dob Legk Warsaw and Wojadfs 


dub Widzsw Lodz which ended with their transfer for a total of 
$551,000. 


Debt-ridden Sunderland pay manager top 
salary 


LONDON (R) — English Second Division soccer dub 
Sunderland paid manager Lawrie McMenemy £166,000 for 
guiding them to their worst position in the dub's 108-year history 
last season, according to accounts issued Friday. McMenemy was 
appointed managing director at Sunderland a year ago, but the 
club, who avoided relegation to the Third Division by winning 
their final match of the season, lost £479,000 on the year ended 
May 31. 1986. Sunderland are now £691,000 in debt and have a 
bank overdraft of £532,000. 


Bruno preparing new weapon 
for his bout with Witherspoon 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s Frank 
Bruno is developing a secret 
punching weapon in his attempt 
on capture the World Boxing 
Association (WBA) heavyweight 
title from American Tim 
Witherspooq. 

Bruno, who has been training 
behind dosed doors for his 
championship challenge here on 
July 19, said Friday: “I have been 
working on new punch 
combinations and I didn't want to 
give anybody a preview of them." 

He added: "We have studied 
videos of Witherspoon in action 


for horns on end and we think — 
no, we know — we have the 
answer to him." 


Bruno’s j 
said: "We have barred everybody 
from watching Frank spar because 
with so much at stake you never 
krmw who is spying. Obviously we 
are not going to say what the niew 
punch combination is." 


Bruno said: "Witherspoon will 
find out next Saturday. He just 

might H1 k» to know that any rimft 

be p repar es to throw his right he 
will be in big trouble." 


Sweden unveils its 4 secret’ stai 


By AifOfet . 

Rauer 


STOCKHOLM — Mikael 
Pemfois, the 22-year-okl tennis 
star who last week replaced die 
injured Anders Jarryd on 
Sweden’s Davis Cup team, was 
known to few Swedes before he 
battled his way to the final of the 
Reach Open last month. 

"It was against all fee odds that 
I would Jet nominated for 



they had a "secret" tennis star in 
America. 

Pemfois, who moved one {dace 
ahead of Jarxyd in die AT? 
rankings after Wimbledon, was 
beaten fay Ivan Lendl in the 
Roland Garros final . At 
Wimbledon, he went down in the. 
fourth round to champion Boris 
Becker, whom he had defeated in 
Paris. 

He now believes his derision to 
go to the United States was a wise 
Cup team, but it . move allowing him to develop his 
t and I will certainly do talents without pressure. 

"I studied economics in Florida 
and in Athens, Georgia. It was a 
perfect combination — studying 
and playing tennis but without 
feeling pressurised to play well 
ennng h to earn a living from it. 

x concentrated on my 
economics degree.” 

Pernfoxs, who stands 173 
centimetres tall, turned 
professional last year but was 
dogged by a baric injury for six 
months. Early this year he reached. 


my best if I get to (day,” he told 
Reuters in a telephone interview 
from Switzerland and after his 
selection. 

Non-playing captain Hans 
Olsson announced Jarryd was 
having a cartilage operation on 
Thursday and would have to rest 
until die end of the month. 
Pemfois, ranked 14th in the world 
after reaching the fourth round at 
Wimbledon last week, was 
selected for the tide-holders’ 

§ carter-final against Italy in 
weden next week. His 
teammates are Mats Wflander, 
Joakim Nystrom and Stefan 
Edberg. 

"After Sweden won the cup in 
1984 against the United States, 
my American friends Hked to joke 
that it was sad I was a. Swede 
because there were so many 
Swedish players who were better 
than me that I would never make it 
to the Davis Cup team/’ he said. 

Sweden was producing one 
teenage wizard after another in 
the early 1980s at the end of the 
Bjorn Borg era. when Pemfbrs 
went his own way and enrolled ata 
U.S. college. 

He won the U.S. College 
Championship in 1984 and 1985 
after taking the junior title in 1982 
and 1 983, but it was only when he 
stunned the world in tee French 
Open that most Swedes realised 


the semi-final in Memphis, 
Tennessee, only to be stopped by 
Edbexg: ■ ; 

Later he reached the 
quarter-finals in three U.S. 
tour name nts and in Atlanta he got 
his revenge over Edberg with a 
first round victory. 

He failed in his first European 
ippearances, going down in the 
first round in both Monaco md 
Nice, and returned to the United 
States only to lose Id Ecuador’s 
Andres Gomez on day — the 
Swede’s favourite surface.* 

Disappointed, he returned, to 
the Athens, Georgia, campus to 
practice of day courts for six days 
for a second go at Europe. 

"During those six days, I didn't 
have a single beer, a drink I love. I 
have never beenin Athens before 
without drinking beer,” he said. 

• The training technique 
evidently paid off. The result was 
the final of tee French Open arid a 
solid performance at Wimbledon, 
his first grass court tournament 




TENDER ANNOUNCEMENT 
NO. 87/86 


The Natural Resources Authority is in need of the 
services of an onshore drilling rig with its crew for 
exploration on oil and gas in Jordan to drill and 
complete different wells. Rig should be capable of 
drilling to a depth of 4000 m with 5 inch drill pipe. 
The rig will be contracted for one year with possible 
extension for further terms. 

Tender documents could be purchased from the 
Procurement Division of N.R.A. at the Eighth Circle for 
JD 150. 

Closing date of tender is August 25th at 10 a.m. 

A bid bond in the value of 5% and in the form of a bank 
guarantee or endorsement cheque is required. 


Director General 
Eng. Kamal J re is at 


VACANCY 


A leading French beauty company has a vacancy for 
one Beautician and one Salesperson. 


Interested candidates are kindly requested to call 
638088 daily between 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for 
appointment 


WANTED 
FOR RENT 

Villa, semi-villa of ground floor apartment with garden and 3 
bedrooms. Furnished with Western-style furniture with 
independent heating, water and electricity. Must have 
separate entrance and telephone. 

5th, 6th and 7th Circle areas. 

Please call Amra Hotel, Tel: 815071, room 503 between 9 
a.m. - 1p.m. 


FOR RENT 




Rat with 2 bedrooms, salon, diging room, family room, 
bathroom, and kitchen with a balcony looking over 
beautiful scenery. 

The flat is located at Horn mar area one kilometre after 
Sweileh. 


The rent is JD 100 per month 

If interested please phone 846440 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 


An auditing firm in vlcJrtian is looking for 
auditors with the following qualifications: „ 


career 


1) University Degree in Accounting or Business 
Administration. 

2) Very good command of English. 

3) Preferably new graduates. 


Candidates should submit their C.V. to P.O. Box 5552 
Amman, Jordan. 


Johnson dominates Lewis as 
Moses continues .streak on the 
final day of track in Moscow 


MOSCOW (AP) —Canada’s Ben 
Johnson ran the fastest 
100-metres ever at low altitude at 
9.95 seconds and continued his 
recent domination of Carl Lewis, 
while Hurdler Edwin Moses won 
his 11 lth consecutive race as tee 
track programme at tee Goodwill 
Games concluded Wednesday 
night 

Second was Chidi Imo of 
Nigeria at 10.04, with Lewis, tee 
1984 Olympic champion, third at 
10.06. It was the fourth 
consecutive race in which Johnson 
has defeated Lewis. 

"If my block didn’t slip at tee 
start a couple of inches, the time 
would have been even better,” 
said Johnson. 

A fifth world record was added 
to the list at tee games, this one in 
cycling, as a Soviet squad smashed 
tee record for the four-kilometre 
team pursuit. 

Moses, r unning only his second 
race in almost two years, led from 
the start and scored a two-metre 
victory in the 400 hurdles, an 
event teat has becom^ahnost his 
personal domain. 

He was clocked in 47.94 
seconds, well off his world record 


of 47.02, but fast enough to beat 
Alexsander Vasffiev of the Soviet 
Union and Dave Patrick of the 
U.S. 

The Soviets and the Americans 
continued to dominate tee sixth 
day of competition in the 
70-nation sports festival. 

By late in the day, the United 
States had 27 gold medals and 72 
overall to the Soviets 26 golds and 
98 total medals. 

“When I beat Carl last time, he 
was complaining," Johnson said. 
“This time I beat him pretty good. 
I just want to see what he will say 
this time." 

Lewis didn’t say much. 

“I didn’t get off to a good start 
and Johnson ran a great race," 
said Lewis. 

The Soviet Union’s four-man 
pursuit cycling team was docked 
at 4:12.830 in qualifications, 
smashing the old mark of 
4:14--264 set by another Soviet 
team.' It was tee 116th world 
record set at the Olympic 
Velodrome in Krylatskoye. 

. The US. women’s basketball 
team .remained unbeaten, with a 
67-58 victory over Bulgaria. The 
Soviets. 


* 
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FOR RENT - -:■■■ ■ 

•’••••• On the mstihMhiversity-Rdad . 

Al HadRiti Area 

1- Semi villa with three bedrooms, salon, living room, 
big kitchen, two bathrooms, telephone, garage, 
garden, separate C.H. JD 2,000 per year. 

2. Small apartment, two bedrooms, two bathrooms, 
salon and separate C.H. JD 1 ,200 per year. 

Please tel. 605272/606645 


"c:; 


'/ ’ " 

T" 


r 





For every two nights you stay , 
the third day we’ll pay 

For reservations please caff 663100, Ext. 106 



TENDER ANNOUNCEMENT 


The Jordan Industrial Estates Corporation (JIEC) 
invites the contractors who were prequalified for Irbid 
Industrial Estate project to collect the tender 
documents for this project from JIEC offices in Amman 
Industrial Estate at Sahab, against a non-refundable 
sum of JD 500. 

The last day for the submission of the offers, together 
with a tender guarantee amounting 5% of the contract 
value, shall be 1 2.00 noon of Monday 25th Aug. 1 986, at 
JIEC offices in Amman (the Housing Bank Complex, 
third floor). 


Jordan Times Tel: 667171-6, 670141-4 


.* *4 


“AVIS A LA COMMUNAUTE 
FRANCAISE 


L'Ambassade de France a le plaisir de faire savoir a ta 
communaute Francaise qu'a I'occasion de la Fete 
Nationale une reception sera organisee dans les. 
jardins de la residence de I' Ambassadeur de France le 
14Juilleta 18 H 30. 


Les Invitations seront disponfoles au Consulat a 
partir du 6 JuilFet, entre 9 HOG et 12 HOG. Elies seront 
exigees a Pentree." 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 


1st Circle, Jabai Amman, 
near Ahlfyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 


Open doily 12:00-3 :30p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 


Dei 63896$ 


CHEN’S, 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 


Mongolian 
lunch and dinner 


Barbeque 
FRIDAY 


for 


Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 pjn. 
6:30 - Midnight 


CHINA 

RESTAURANT 


NEXT to grindlays 
BANK 


Take away service avaiaWe 


Open daily 11:30 - 3:30 
and 6:30 - 11:00 


AQABA 

Tel: 03-314415 



CHINESE 
RESTAURANT ' 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 



Authentic Chinese food 
Friendly sendee 
Convenient location 

Also take-away aemce 

Open daily: Noon - 3:30 
pm. <& 6:30pm. - midnight 


Location: Near 3rd Circle, 
opposite to 
' AkUah Hospital 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant. 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. < 

Fully Airconditioned • 


Take away available 
Open daily 12:00 - t?:30 
IS.-QO - 23:30 


Wadi Saqra Road- near T raffic 


3?- 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and Selling rates for 
leading worid currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. • 


One sterling 
One U5. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.5143/53 

1.3768/78 

2.1805/15 

2.4565/75 

1.7810/20 . 

44.85/90 

6.9975/0025 

1497/1498 ‘ 

160.85/95 ■ 

7.1145/90 

73300/50 

8.1375/425 

34730/34820 


U.S. dolbiis 
Canadian dollars 
West German madcs 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian oowns 
Danish crowns 

U3. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) —Equities closed with an easier bias after a mixed 
opening in slack end of account trading, dealers said. 

The market showed no reaction to news that the retail price 
i ndfX j Britain's mum measure of inflation, fell 0.1 per cent in June 
for a year on year rise of 2-5 per cent. At 1430 GMT the-FTSE 1 00 
share index was down 2.7 points at 1,624.0 compared with an 
opening 1,625.7. 

Much interest was centred around the Lloyds/Standard 
Chartered bid battle., Lloyds ended 3p at 422 while Standard 
Chartered fluctuated to dose 2p fhmer on balance at 779. 

Standard said earlier that Far East businessman YJC. Pao now 
holds 14.95 per cent of the bank following the purchase of further 
shares. Another Far East businessman. Tan Sri Khoo Teck Puat, 
has disclosed a stake of S.03 per cent in Standard. 

The bid, which doses on Saturday, was expected to succeed 
until recent stakes were built up by Far East and Australian 
interests, apparently to defend Standard. This puts the outcome in 
some doubt, dealers said. 

Other bamks were little changed, overshadowed by the 
Lloyds/Standard saga but in merchant banks newcomer Morgan 
Grenfell lost a net 4p to 476 after an early 481. 


.FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, JULY 12, 1980 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: A perfect Saturday to 
get out and do errands and shopping that await your 
attention. Study budget and practical interests. Don’t 
let any detail escape you. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Study into periodicals and 
see experts who can be helpful to 1 you. Become more 
dynamic and puposefuL 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) A good day for improv- 
ing yourself and to study use of spare time. Increase hap- 
piness for the future. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Mnch to make of your 
home today, so get busy. Entertain (2d buddies and have 
& fine time together. 

MOON CHILDREN- (June 22 to JuL 21) Call or see 
persons whb.need cheering up .and would love to see you. 
Bring along candy or -flowers. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) A day to yourself when you 
can plan home improvement or for getting your war- 
drobe in better order. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Try to reach a person 
you want to see more of and get together. Have a very 
enjoyable evening. 

. LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Small talks require your 
attention and you handle it effedentfy. Remember sense 
small favor your mate asks. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Get in touch with good 
friends and show you are still devoted. Join a group af- 
fair of your interest. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Get into civic 
dnties you have been neglecting. Study ways to have 
more prestige in public. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) This is the day for 
recreation you have been looking forward to. Be where 
you can meet interesting people. 

- AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Good day to handle 
practical and financial affairs. Make collection. Pay B3I& 
Then see a close- friend. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Talk plans over with an 
associate. You can handle any civic work that needs to 
be dime by you. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... ha or she will 
be very capable at mathematics and whatever requires 
much manual labor so be sure to slant the education 
salon# such lines as building, plumbing, roofing. Teach 
to be more humanitarian and your progeny could become 
quite prosperous. 


THE Daily Crossword by Maty Cm Whtttan 


ACROSS 
1 Poetical 


5 Maka euHable 
10 Momma 
14 A Saarinen 

16 Bata — 

IB Garment 

17 Wife Ft. 

IB Creel cousin 

19 Ripening 
(actor. 

20 Toffs yea 
22 Porformar 
24 HuOKfingtre 

27 Cron 
fnectipdon 

28 Yogi’s sphere 
31 Tifentary 

35 Paella pot 
38 Beaux and 
snows tad 

38 A WMtnay- 

39 Former Port, 
colony 

40 USA word -- 
42— Abner 

<3 Travel stop 
44 Vt city 
4SCobblei*« Item 
48 HoBday drink 
48 “From Hare 
to— “ * ; 

51 Sp. queen 

52 Mother of . 
Perseus ' 

52 Prepare juice 
$7 Actress REttsc 
61 HoHday song - 
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Witt 


“1W8 TOuna Madia Semen, he. 
At Ffcgha Romnd ' 


5 Afr. rtpubfe 

6 Coroner’S 


62 Irani toe 
65— : National 
' Jto* • 

MAfcflcaan* 

87 ijila. selector 
68 -H. Ccotoflc 
SSBaeStA 
TOO** a- ‘ . 

-nlafato 
71 Eat bi atyto 

DOWN 

i cwair •• 

2. Son ol Leah. 
SFMgNbor of 


"T.Mnr-Mi 
B Malayan c reft 
9 Wonderful! - 

10 Cook-in a way 
*1 Diaries ' 
-IKEncourege - 
13 Rtf cal ward 
2t Craft for 
three men? 
22TBaraof1hf 


a 3 nuiiiers 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


rannm mnnn onnra 
nnnin rannnni nmnn 
□nnni nnunsonniin 
onnann ncinn nno 
nrnran nnran 
circrcmrannn rannnn 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Saudi Arabia gives wheat to Egypt 

BAHRAIN (R) — Saudi Arabia has given Egypt 200.000 tonnes 
of Saudi wheat, the first government aid announced since Riyadh 
severed diplomatic ties m 3979 over Cairo's peace treaty with 
IsraeL In a message to Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, King 
Fahd said the consignment “ L was from the Saudi Arabian people 
to the Egyptian people as a sign of respect for your leadership,” 
the official Saudi Press Agency reported. The grain deal came 
amid an export drive by Saudi Arabia to dispose of its one million 
tonne wheat surplus. King Fahd told a Kuwaiti paper last month 
that shipments were going 4o many states in the region at 
competitive prices. 

Iran, Syria agree to new oil deal 

TEHRAN (R) —Iran has agreed to sell Syria 2JS milli on tonnes 
of oil over a six-month period to nest Maxell, the national news 
agency IRNA reported Thursday* An oil ministry spokesman, 
quoted by IRNA, said the agreement was signed between Iranian 
Oil Minister Gbolamreza Aqazadeh and his Syrian counterpart, 
Mr. Ghazi Droubl The spokesman did not give the price agreed 
for the oil or whether a barter deal had been arranged. No 
mention was made of repayment of Syria's debt to Iran arising 
from shipments of discounted Iranian oil since 1982, which were 
stopped earlier this year. Diplomats say the debt totals Sl.l 
b3Hon. 

Bahrain offshore bank assets decline 


BAHRAIN (R) — Assets of Bahrain’s offshore banks fell 4.5 per 
cent in the first three months of 1986, official figures released 
Thursday showed. Data from the Bahrain Monetary Agency 
(BMA) put the volume of assets at $54.27 billion at the end of 
March, down from $56.81 biffion at the end of 1985, and $61.08 
bilEon at the end of die first 1 985 quarter. Bankers said the figures 
reflected a continuing decline in the business of the roughly 70 
offshore banks of Bahrain. 

Qatar eases trade with GCC states 

RIYADH (OPECNA) — Qatar has permitted companies 
operating in member states of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) to export their products to the country without the 
formality of maintaining a local agency. A statement issued here 
by the GCC secretariat said the Qatari announcement was in line' 
with a decision adopted by the GCC states in March 1986 to 
encourage the private sector to promote economic and 
professional activities in the region. 

Iraq, Egypt sign commerce agreement 

BAGHDAD (OPECNA) — An agreement on economic, trade 
and technical cooperation between Iraq and Egypt was signed 
here between Iraqi Trade Minister Hassan Ali and visiting 
Egyptian Economy and Foreign Trade Minis ter Sultan Abu Ah. 
The accord provides for each country a commodity exchange 
quota of $100 million. Under an earlier accord this year Iraq 
agreed to supply Egypt with one millio n tonnes of cement in 
return for foodstuffs; The new accord also stipulates bilateral 
cooperation in agricultnre, fisheries and animal husbandry, 
besides containing proposals designed to encourage the Egyptian 
private sector to contribute taland reclamation efforts in Iraq. 

Ozal to visit Moscow this month 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish Prime Minister Turgut Ozal will visit 
the Soviet Union from July 28 to August 1, the foreign ministry 
said Friday. Diplomats said the visit was seen as part of Turke/s 
policy of improving ties with Eastern Bloc countries. Economic 
ties between Turkey and the Soviet Union have expanded, 
steadily .with tradeyolume reaching $4 10 million last year. This is 
due toil 

end of next year. 

S. Korea rales out oil price cuts 

SEOUL (OPECNA) — South Korea has no intention of cutting 
domestic oO prices in the near future despite the foil in 
international erode prices, according to foe ministry of energy and 
resources here. A ministry source said that the recent oil price 
slide only involved a "small amount of crude on the spot market 
which would not have any immediate effect on the price of South 
Korea’s oil inports. 


U.S. key interest rate reduction 
throws Japanese into confusion 


TOKYO (R) — A cut in the key U.S. interest rate 
threw Japanese markets into confbsion Friday and 
sparked a battle between the nation’s central bank 
and its powerful trade and industry authorities. 


International Trade and 
Industry Minister Michio 
Watanabe called for Japan’s 3 J 
per cent discount rate to be taken 
down another notch, in line with 
the US. rate cut, to help the 
flagging economy and stop the yen 
rising further. 

But Bank of Japan officials 
reiterated Thursday's statements 
by bank governor. Mr. Satoshi 
Sumita, that the central bank 
would not follow Washington's 
move. Japan's rate has been cut 
three times already this year, be 
said. 

Finance Minister Noboru 
Takeshita remained sitting on the 
fence. The central bank would 
have to make its own decision, be 
told reporters. 

The U.S. Federal Reserve (Fed) 
said Thursday it was lowering the 
fee it charges on loans to banks 


and savings institutions to six per 
cent from 6 5 per cent, effective 
from Friday, to enliven the 
sluggish US. economy. 

Japan's financial markets, 
unsure what the government 
would do about the discount rate, 
jumped both ways. 

The Tokyo stock market, 
believing the Bank of Japan really 
was considering a rate cut, had its 
second largest daily turnover on 
record with heavy buying cranking 
the market average up 200.95 
points to 17,670.77. 

Initial reaction of Tokyo foreign 
exchange dealers to the U.S. rate 
cut was to sell off the dollar to 
15930 yen in the Sydney and 
Wellington markets before the 
Tokyo market opened. 

But once the Tokyo market 
opened, dealers changed their 
minds, bought back dollars sold 


China considers building 
pipeline through Pakistan 


PEKING (R) - China is 
considering building a 
2,000-kilometre pipeline to cany 
oQ from one of its most promising 
fields to Karachi, Western 
diplomats and oilmen- said 
Thursday. 

China is desperately short of oQ 
and hopes of fin ding large reserves 
offshore have dimmed in recent 
years. But the remote Xinjiang 
region and neighbouring Qinghai 
province are believed by experts 
to be ridi in 03. 

Temperatures in the ofl basins 
of Xinjiang and Qinghai vary from 
minus 40 degrees centigrade in 
winter to more than 30 degrees 
centigrade in s ummer , 

A pipeline to Karachi, about 
twice as long as the Alaskan 
pipeline and traversing some of 
the world's hottest deserts and 
highest mountains, would be only 
about half as long as a pipeline 
eastwards to central China. 

“A pipeline through Pakistan to 
Karachi is the only logical way to 
get the oil out, for export or for 
transportation back to China by 
ship,” one Western o ilman who 
has worked in west China said. 

A spokesman for China’s 


petroleum ministry said it was not 
clear how big reserves were and so 
it was too early to discuss 
transportation. 

A Western diplomat said fields 
in northwest China, not open to 
foreign companies, were very 
promising. But the ligistics of 
drilling and moving the ofl were 
awesome. 

Though a China-Karachi 
pipeline would be shorter than the 
alternative it would have to cross 
some of the world's toughest 
terrain, inducting the Karakoram 
mountain range, “it would be a 
monumental engineering project 
by any standards,” he added. 

Another diplomat said the 
project, if approved, would be 
sure to exact a heavy price in both 
money and lives. The Karakoram 
highway linking China and 
Pakistan, completed in 1982, took 
1 5 years to build with a lossofover 
400 lives. 

Pakistan is one of China’s 
closest political allies. 

One diplomat said China had no 
-alternative bat to develop fields in 
the remote northwest in spite of 
the low world price of ofl because 
of growing domestic shortages. 


British inflation rate falls 
to 20-year low of 2.5% 

LONDON (R) — Britain’s annual inflation rate has dipped to the 
lowest level for almost 20 years, falling to 23 per cent in June, 
government figures showed Friday. 

The retail price index, Britain's main guide to inflation, feD 0. 1 per 
cent in June, reducing the rate for the past 12 months from 2.8 per 
cent registered in May. 

The June figure; — die lowest since November 1967, when 
inflation stood at two percent —was helped by cheaper home loans. 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher’s Conservative government has 
made curbing inflation the main plank of its economic strategy since 
it came to power in 1979. 

The result, critics say. has been a sharp rise in the country's 
unemployment rate which now stands at 13.7 per cent of the 
workforce. 
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earlier to balance their positions 
and started speculating over 
whether Japan and West 
Germany would follow 
Washington’s initiative. 

The dollar closed Friday in 
Tokyo at 160.90 yen. up from 
160.05 yen in late New York 
trading. 

Tokyo bond dealers took yet 
. another view. They said the Bank 
of Japan would not be forced to 
cut its discount rate unless the 
dollar took a plunge. 

Industry remained pessimistic. 
The latest report by the economic 
planning agency said that the high 
yen. which makes Japanese 
exports too expensive for many 
overseas buyers, would trim 
corporate earnings further over 
the next nine months. 

For the United Stales, the Fed's 
reduction of its key discount rate 
should help to improve an 
anaemic U.S. economy but some 
analysts say they do not expect a 
significant rebound until late this 
year or in 19S7. 

“This is a reaction to the fact the 
economy has been moving 
sideways for the past two years," 
Mr. David Wyss, economist at 
Data Resources, a private 
forecasting firm. said. 

The reduction sets the stage for 
stronger growth by reducing 
borrowing costs for businesses and 
consumers. Commercial banks 
have already begun to cut their 
prime rates, most of which are 
pegged at $5 per cent for their 
best customers. A small regional 
bank. Southwest Bank of St. 
Louis, reduced its rate to eight per 
cent within an hour of the Fed's 
move. 

The biggest immediate 
beneficiary will be the housing 
industry, but other sectors wfll 
take longer to rebound as the 
impact of lower interest rates 
filters through, Mr. Wyss said. 

Financial markets should be 
pleased by the cut. but a major 
reaction is unlikely since the move 
had been expected, he said. 

The economy's sluggishness 
depressed the stock market this 
week, with the Dow Jones 


industrial average tumbling a 
record 62 points in one day when 
investors grew pessimistic about 
corporate profits. 

The White House, which has 
been denying that it was 
pressuring the 
poluicaily-independent central 
bank, welcomed the rate 
reduction. It "is in line with the 
decline in short-term rates that 
has occurred in recent weeks." a 
spokesman for President Reagan 
said. 

But the United States made 
dear it wanted other countries to 
cut their rates also because of the 
slow 1 growth worldwide. The Fed’s 
solitary action could put pressure 
on other nations, particularly 
Japan and West Germany, to 
make reductions. 

Lower L^JS. interest rates amid 
lead to further appreciation of the 
yen and hurt Japanese exports, 
and also lead to a further 
weakening of the dollar against 
European currencies. 

Earlier. West German 
monetary officials said they did 
not have plans to cut their rates, 
but economists in Frankfurt 
Friday said a cut might come bv 
the end of the summer. 

In lowering the discount rate for 
the third time in four months, the 
Fed said it was following an 
accommodative credit policy. It 
justified the rate cut on grounds 
that prices generally, and 
commodity prices especially, have 
been low and that growth in the 
broad measures of money supply, 
which can signal dangerous 
inflation, has been in the safe 
range. 

Consumer prices have risen 
only about two per cent over the 
past year, and analysts expect the 
consumer price mdex to rise 
between 1.5 percent and two per 
cent for this year. 

Mr. Wvss said government 
statistics due out in two weeks 
could show national product 
expanding at less than two per 
cent in the April-May quarter. He 
said growth should pick up 
gradually through the rest of the 
year. 


week, with the Dow Jones year. 

U.S. wholesale price index 
posts record 6-month fall 

WASHINGTON i A Pi — General weakne* 


WASHINGTON (AP) - 
Wholesale prices in the United 
States have dropped in the first six 
months of this year at an annual 
rate of 6.5 per cent, the largest 
half-year decline since the 
government first kept such 
records in 1947, the Labour 
Department said Friday. 

That compares to an overall 1 .8 
per cent increase in the wholesale 
price inflation index for all of 
1985. 

Gasoline prices rose by 2.9 per 
cent last month after an S.6 per 
cent jump the month before. Food 
prices were flat after a 1.1 percent 
rise. 

Analysts said although the big 
drops in the index of early 1986 
brought about by the world 
collapse in oil prices are clearly 
over, they do not anticipate a 
rekindling of inflation anytime 
soon. 


General weaknesses in the 
economy and continued high 
trade deficits are keeping inflation 
low, analysts say. 

“There is so much slack in the 
U.S. and world economies that 
basic commodity prices remain 
under tremendous downward 
pressure." said Mr. Allen Sinai, 
chief economist for the financial 
firm of She arson Lehman Bros. 

In fact, most energy prices, 
excluding gasoline, continued to 
fall. Natural gas prices dipped 5.8 
per cent and heating oil prices fell 
6.8 per cent. 

The declines among foods were 
9.S per cent for vegetable prices, 
6.4 per cent for eggs, and 2.4 per 
cent for beef and veal. Alcoholic 
beverage, soft drink and coffee 
prices also fell. 

These gains were offset, 
however, by increases of 182 per 
cent in fish prices. 
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crazy In the spring!" 
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Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one latter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words 
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form the surprise answer, as sug- 
fhfc-id gested by the above cartoon. 
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Answer Some Kids who are tal enough todrtve the family 
car are too shod to do this— BUY THE GAS 
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10 ANC rebels reportedly 
killed in S. African clashes 


JOHANNESBURG (Agencies) — South African 
forces have shot dead 10 black guerrillas in two 
separate clashes at opposite ends of the country, 
police announced Friday. 


A statement from police 
headquarters in Pretoria said six 
trained African National 
Congress (ANC) guerrillas were 
shot dead Thursday at Alldays 
near the northern border with 
Botswana. 

Police killed four more men 
Friday near King William's Town 
in the eastern Cape province, it 
said. 

The government Bureau For 
Information meanwhile reported 
that fighting had erupted between 
residents of Soweto black 
township near Johannesburg and 
migrant workers living in a hostel 
there. 

The bureau, the main source of 
information on political violence 
since President P.W. Botha 
declared a nationwide emergency 
a month ago, had few details of the 
fighting around the Mzimhlope 


Hostel. 

It said it could not confirm 
reports that houses had been set 
on fire. Two men were stabbed to 
death in a dash at the same place 
earlier this week, the bureau said. 

Poor migrant workers living in 
men-only hostels are often 
politically conservative and have 
frequently fought with radical 
township youths seeking to 
overthrow the white-led 
government. 

Some hostel dwellers support 
the Inkatha movement of 
moderate Zulu Chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi, who is at loggerheads 
with the radical United 
Democratic Front (UDF). 

Police said the six guerrillas 
killed in the northern Transvaal 
had infiltrated South Africa from 
Botswana, one of the black 
nations that Pretoria has raided in 


the past in attacks on alleged ANC 
targets. 

A seventh guerrilla in the group 
escaped but .was apparently 
wounded and a member of the 
security forces was wounded by a 
bullet in his side. 

Police said they seized Limpet 
mines, hand grenades, rifles and 
pistols. 

In the eastern Cape Friday 
morning police stopped a car 
whose four occupants 
immediately jumped out and 
opened fire. One man was killwt in 
the first shoot-out and two others 
were shot dead after a car chase. 
The fourth was found dead in the 
car. 

The policemen, who were 
unhurt, seized grenades and guns, 
the police statement said. 

Since the emergency was 
declared on June 12 a total of 14 
bombs have exploded in South 
Africa, killing three people and 
wounding more than lOO.Pretoria 
has blamed the ANC, the main 
group fighting the government. 

Early Friday South African 


state radio warned the country’s 
black neighbours drat countries 
supporting economic sanctions 
against Pretoria would be the first 
to suffer when South Africa took 
defensive measures. 

“If sanctions do succeed m 
damaging economic activity in 
South Africa it is going to take 
active steps to ensure that the least 
possible harm befalls its own 
people” the radio said in a 
commentary which invariably 
reflects official thinking. 


Witnesses in Sowetol said they 
believed the dead included five of 
the Zulu hostel residents and two 
so-called “comrades," young 
militan ts from the surrounding 
meadowlands neighbourhood. 
There was no official confirmation 
of casualties. 

The situation was still tense at 
midday Friday although the 
fighting had stopped, and 
residents of the neighbourhood 
were packing belongings, 
preparing to leave their homes in 
case of a new attack from the men 
of the hostel. 


Indian police kill 2 Sikh extremists 


NEW DELHI (AP) - Police shot 
and killed two members of a Sikh 
gang who had hurled a bomb at a 
police jeep, the government’s 
All-India Radio reported Friday. 

The newscast said the bomb 
explosion Thursday night 
seriously wounded a policeman 
driving the jeep. The jeep was 
carrying the chief of police 
operations in Feroze pur district in 
Punjab state, it said. He 
apparently was not injured. 

Police opened fire on the group 
involved in the ambush. Two of 
the assailants died and the others 
escaped, the radio said. 

Hundreds of police Thursday 
combed the countryside in 
Ferozepur, bordering Pakistan, in 
search of Sikh terrorists who have 
kQled at least five Hindus in the 
region in recent days. 

A group of Sikh militants riding 


motorcycle raided the farm house 
of a retired army major-general 
Thursday night, killing a servant 
and wounding four other people, 
the United News of India (UNI) 
reported. 

The news agency said Gen. 
DQbagh Singh, a Sikh, was not 
among those wounded in the 
attack in Punjab's Kapurthala 
district, 375 kilometres north west 
of New Delhi. 

Sikh extremists have killed 450 
people this year in Punjab state in 
an escalating terrorist campaign 
whose objective is greater 
autonomy or independence for 
the Sikh-dominated region. 

Meanwhile in separate 
development the Mizo National 
Front guerrilla organisation 
Friday formally renounced its 
demand for independence in the 
Mizoram region following a peace 


accord with Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi. 

“The constitution of the 
provincial government of 
Mizoram has been discarded and 
declaration of independence, has 
been abrogated and set aside," 
Mizo Chief Laldenga told 
reporters in New Delhi. 

Laldenga gave a written 
statement to the Indian Interior 
Ministry, saying his underground 
group accepts the Indian 
constitution and is dismantling its 
govemment-in-exile. 


The guerrilla chief, formerly 
exiled in England, said his 
underground fighters would lay 
down their arms by the end of 
July. He said he hoped to be 
installed as head of the new 
interim government in Mizoram 
on Aug. 12. 


Australia to become more 
self-reliant in defence 


HOBART, Australia (AP) — 
Australia plans to reorganise its 
military to become primarily a 
force capable of defending areas 
of Australian interest,- Defence 
Minster Kim Beazley said Friday. 

Mr. Beazley. in Hobart to steer 
the government’s defence 
platform through the 
policy-making conference of the 
governing Australian Labour 
Party, said Australia’s defence 
would no longer be structured to 
integrate its military forces with 
that of its allies, primarily the 
United States. 

The plan calls for new ship and 
submarine construction, 
increasing the size of the 
Australian reserves and opening 
new military bases in northern ana 
north western Australia. Mr. 
Beazley said. 

In an interview with the 
Association Press. Mr. Beazley 
said the blueprint for the 
reorganised Defence Force was a 
government -com missioned report 
by defence analyst Paul Dibb.whn 
presented his recommendations to 
Mr. Beazley last month. 

Recommendations in the report 
will form the basis of a 
government policy statement to 
6c issued next year. Mr. Beazley 
said. 

He said the prime focus of 
Australia's military activity would 
be to defend all areas up to 1 ,600 


kilometres off of Austral ia’seoast, 
inHiiHmg a broad sweep of the 
Indian Ocean, South East Asia, 
the South Pacific and the Southern 
Ocean. 


“We would never contemplate 
unilateral action in that area, but 
Dibb sees it as useful for us to be 
capable of cooperative military 
activity with friends in the region 
and allies,'' Mr. Beazley said. 

He said Australia still supports 
the ANZUS defence alliance with 
the United States and New 
Zealand, and hopes for a rapid 
solution of the dispute between 
New Zealand and the United 
States. 

The U.S. government has 
suspended cooperation with New 
Zealand because it has banned 
nuclear-powered U.S. warships 
from its ports. 

Mr. Beazley said U.S. reaction 
to Australia’s proposed defence 
restructuring bad been 
favourable. 


"There is an understanding on 
the part of Americans that they 
like to see allies get serious about 
their defence requirements," he 
said. 

1 'They seem to be happy enough 
to fit in with whatever is going, 
having assured themselves that 
what they see as important in the 
alliance is intact," he said. 
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WHO NEEDS THE HELP? 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

♦ 63 

7 J 1086 
>8 

♦ A K J 954 

WEST EAST 

♦ A K 10 9.8 ♦ Q5 4 

TK3 Q94 

K54 3 ••J962 


Lhe sight of dummy did not gladden 
his heart. He could see two spade 
tricks and a trump, but with a red 
aces surely in the opening bidder's 
hand, where was the setting trick 
coming from? 


♦ 103 


♦ 862 

SOUTH 

♦ J72 
A 752 

: AO 107 

♦ «7 

The bidding: 

South West North 

l : I ♦ 4 7 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of ♦, 


East 

Pass 


Among the taboos that we are 
constantly warned against is giving 
declarer a ruff and stuff. However, 
the longer we play this game, the 
more we realize that there is no 
room for the word "never" in the 
bridge player's lexicon. 

South's heart suit is a trifle in- 
substantial even for hardened four- 
card major bidders. No one can 
quibble with West's overcall or with 
North's decision to leap to four 
hearts. 

West led the king of spades, and 


For belter or worse. West derid 
ed that he was going to try to pro- 
mote an extra trump trick. Accord- 
ingly. he continued with ace and 
another spade. Declarer ruffed in 
dummy, then took the right decision 
by elening to come to hand with the 
queen or clubs to lead a low trump 
toward dummy. West grabbed the 
king and, following up on hi* 
original line of defense, committed 
the bridge '‘crime’* of leading 
another spade, thereby giving 
declarer a ruff-siuff. 

However, declarer was not pleas- 
ed with this turn of events. He had 
noLhing to discard for dummy's 
clubs would take care of all bis 
losers. Yet he was doomed to defeat 
whether he elected lo ruff in 
dummy or his hand! 

IT he pitched from dummy. East 
could assure himself of a trump 
trick by ruffing with the nine to 
force the ace. If he ruffed in dummy, 
East would simply discard and he 
could then assure himself of a 
trump trick by covering dummy's 
remaining trump honor, thereby 
promoting the nine. 


Evangelist 
to restrain 
supreme court 
power, AIDS 


VIRGINIA BEACH, Viigmia 
(R) — Evangelist Pat Robertson, 
a potential U.S. presidential 
candidate for L988 says 


restraining the supreme court and 
fighting the killer disease AIDS 


would be high on bis White House 
agenda. 

In an interview with Reuters at 
his Christian Broadcasting 
Network (CBN) headquarters, 
the popular southern Baptist 
minister said the court, which has 
angered conservatives with rulings 
on such issues as school prayer and 
abortion, las assumed far greater 
powers than intended by the 
constitution. 

He called AIDS "the most 
dread communicable disease since 
the black death of the Middle 
Ages" and said the rights of 
homosexuals must not impede 
efforts to control the disease. 

Trim and athletic at 56, with 
cherubic good looks and a genial 
manner, Robertson outlines his 
controversial views before a 
television flock of milljons five 
days a week. 

A Republican and a potentially 
powerful magnet for religious 
conservatives who helped 
President Reagan win the White 
House. Robertson is obviously 
enjoying the added celebrity 
stirred by speculation over his 
political future. 

At one point during the 
40-minute interview, he held up a 
magazine cover featuring himself 
and flamboyant .car industry 
executive Lee Iacocca as 
presidential "wild cards." 

"I love it” he exclaimed with a 
big grin. 

On AIDS, Robertson drew his 
parallel with the medieval bubonic 
plague that wiped out much of the 
earth’s populace and alleged that 
homosexual activists have blocked 
some health measures as 
infringements of civil rights. 

“We have to forget the right of 
gays to engage in homosexual 
acts’," he said. Robertson has 
often cited “rampant 
homosexuality” as a sign of 
declining morality. 

Although still regarded as a 
long-shot for die 1988 Republican 
nomination to succeed the retiring 
Reagan, Robertson boosted his 
standing in that contest with a 
strong showing against 
Vice-President George Bush- 

Robertson, who has never 
sought public office, said he will 
make a preliminary decision about 
his political plans in September. 

But the fundamentalist 
minister, whose daily 90-minute 
TV show reaches an estimated 12 
mfifion Americans each week, 
said his political inexperience does 
not disqualify him for the 
presidency. 


O v.-v ~ 
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U.S. 

to reduce 
personnel 

at Spanish 
air base 


MADRID (AP) - The United 
States has agreed to replace 10 per 
cent of the American personnel at 
an air base outside the capital with 
Spanish citizens, a newspaper 
reported Friday. 

The newspaper El Pais cited an 
unspecified member of the 
American .delegation to 
troop-reduction talks held 
Thursday as saying the U.S. 
agreed to take the measure in 
accordance with a commitment 
made in preliminary talks last 
December. 

The Torrejon Air Base j ust east 
of Madrid, the site of annual 
anti-North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) and 
an a- American protests by leftist 
and pacifist groups, includes 4 ,507 
UJS. military personnel and 685 
American civili an s under a 1982 
bi-lateral accord. 

The American source also told 
the paper the Spanish delegation 
had agreed to an American 
request that the troop-reduction 
talks form part of wider 
negotiations to update the current 
friendship, defence and economic 
treaty which expires in 1988. 

The U.S. defence complex in 
Spain includes 12,500 troops and 
1,670 civilians at two air bases, a 
□aval station, a firing range, six 
communication stations and a 
weather station. 

The conditions of the bilateral 
defence agreement were 
established in a 1953 treaty that 
has subsequently been renewed. 

At the ead of the talks, a joint 
communique issued by the 
delegations led by Foreign 
Ministry Secretary tor Foreign 
Policy Meximo Cajal and 
outgoing Ambassador Thomas O. 
Enders said "as part of a previous 
accord reached last December, 
the United States agreed to reduce 
a part of its mOitaiy presence at 
the Torrejon Air Base to be 
substituted mainly by Spanish 
civilians." 

The communique also said the 
delegations were told to hold a 
second round of discussions of 
troop reductions in early October. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Inocenrio Arias told Spanish 
television Thursday the 
government sought to negotiate 
“a significant or substantial 
reduction" of the U5. presence 
without affecting the security of 
Spain, its other North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation partners or 
the United States. 
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Pressure 
for change . 
increases 
in Vietnam 


BANGKOK (R) — Vietnam’s 
ageing revolutionaries are under 
increasing pressure to make way 
for younger leaders after the death 
of Communist Party Chief Lc 
Pnan, veteran of wars against the 
French, the Americans and major 
economic problems, diplomats 
said Friday. 

Le Duan’s death at 79 
Thursday, only months before a 
congress due to order the biggest 
reshuffle in the party’s history, 
brought the still unresolved 
succession issue to the fore, said 
the diplomats. 

But the party, winch has had 
mly two leaders since it was 
founded in 1930, is expected to 
respond with a caution and 
secretiveness bom out of years of 
underground struggle, the 
Western and Asian diplomats 
agreed. 

Hanoi may not even name a 
new secretary general until the 
congress, leaving its strongly 
collective politbuxo to run the 
party until then, they added. The 
congress is expected to be held in 
November. 

Vietnam began a five-day 
mourning period Friday for Le 
Duan, who Voice of Vietnam 
Radio said succumbed to old age 
and serious illness. It gave no 
cause of death but he was widely 
reported to have been suffering 
from kidney and lung problems. 

"Le Duan’s passing away a a 
great loss to our party and 
people," a statement ty the party 
and staff leadership said. 

The radio, monitored in 
Bangkok, said his funeral would 


be next Tuesday in Hanoi. 

Hie pro-Hanoi government in 
neighbouring Kampuchea, where 
Vietnam . maintains an fg timatftri 

140,000 troops, Friday 
announced it would also observe 
five days of mourning and send its 
top leaders to the funeral 

Voice of Vietnam announced a 
15-man funeral committee 
headed by President Truong 
Chinh, 79. 


Zhao criticises U.S. 
air raid on Libya 


ATHENS (R) — Grinese Premier 
Zhao Ziyang was referring to the 
recent US. raids on Libya when 
he said terrorism should not be 
used as a pretext for attacking 
other nations, Chinese officials 
said Friday. 

Mr. Zhao said at a banquet 
given in his honour by Greek 
Prime Minister Andreas- 
Papandreou Thursday night: 
“Recently in the Mediterranean 


Europe so that we can deal with 
the superpowers together-*' 
“Europe should be more united in 
oider to face up to the United 
States," a senior Chinese official 


He said Mr. Zhao was vejy 
satisfied with his trip to Greece so 
far. Both countries were working 
on a number of joint projects. 
rhma .wanted to export more oil, 
coal and ceramics to Greece, and 


there has been a serious situation , Peking wanted to buy electrical 
which is worrying the Chinese goods and trucks from Greece, he 


people. 

"We are against every form of 
terrorism ana the use of violence 
as a means of political struggle. At 
the same time we are against the 
violation of the territorial and 
national sovereignty of other 
countries on the pretext of dealing 
with terrorism." 

Senior officials in Mr. Zhao’s 
party said that although the 
premier did not name the United 
States he was referring to the 
American raids cm Libya on April 
15. 

One commented on the fact that 
Mr. Qiao’s visit was the third to 
Europe by Chinese leaders this 
year and added: “The whole drive 
is to see how far we can work with 


added.. 

There was also talk of opening a 
Chinese shipping office in Greece. 

He said the Zhao visit was part 
of China’s aim to sechowEnropc 
could help in China's 
modernisation. "We have now 
gone one step in consumerism 
beyond television sets and tape 
recorders and the people now 
want cars and refrigerators 
although we do not have the 
money for these yet," he said. 

Mr. Zhao, in a relaxed mood, 
toured the Athens national 

archaeological museum and 
expressed admiration for ancient 
Greek sculpture. 

“This ait was 
be said. 


Judge admits meeting 
Marcos in Aquino case 


MANILA (R) —The chief judge 
in die Beuigoo Aquino murder 
trial Friday admitted meeting 
ousted President Ferdinand 
Marcos before die trial. 

Judge Manuel Pamaran denied 
Marcos pressured him into 
acquitting then Armed Forces 
Chief Fabian Ver and 25 others 
linked to die lriiHng, 

‘ ‘Being president in the meeting 
did not necessarily mean that I had 
surrendered my independence," 
he told a three-member 
committee appointed by the 
supreme court to hear a petition to 
reopen die Aquino case. 

Sen. Aquino, husband of 
current President -Corazou 


return from exile, 

Pamaran and two other judges 
cleared Gen. Ver and the other 
de fen dants last December bat 
over 30 people petitioned die 
supreme court to declare a mistrial 
and reopen the case. 

Pamaran said Marcos 
summoned him and the 
prosecutors to the presidential 
palace in January last year to 
discuss procedures of the trial ... 

Asked "why he had nor 
withdrawn from the trial to 
preclude public suspicion 
Pamaran said: “Had there been 
discussion on the merits of die 
case, I should have inherited 
myself. Never in the entire history 


Aquino, was shot dead at Manila of my career had I co mp ro m ised 
airport in August 1983 on his my integrity and independence." 


Typhoon kills 71 people in Philippines 


MANILA (R) — President 
Corazou Aquino Friday declared 
a state of calami ty in northern 
Philippine provinces hit by 
typhoon P eggy and ordered the 
release of $550,000 for relief and 
rehabilitation work. 

At least 71 people were killed, 
20 were reported -missing and 
dozens were injured in the 
typhoon, which caused damage to 
property, crops and livestock 
estimated at $13 milbon. 

Among those killed were five 
people crushed when a boulder 
dislodged by heavy rain rolled 
down on their shantytown hut at 
the bottom of a quarry in, east 
Manila early Friday. ' 

Mrs. Aquino said: “The 
damage to property has been 
extensive and the loss of lives has 
made this calamity a tragedy as 
welL" 

The president, who visited a 
Roman Catholic Church in a 
Manila suburb where about 300 
families took shelter at the height 


Of the typhoon,, appealed to. the 
private sector to help .in relief 
work. 

About 200,000 people were 
evacuated to higher ground in the 
northern provinces as well as in 
Metropolitan Manila when Peggy 
lashed the northern island of 
Luzon before swirling towards the 
South China coast near Hong 
Kong. 

Authorities said they expected 
the death toll damage to rise when 
contact was made with areas 
whkh had been cut off. 

Philippine Airlines resumed 
regular flights and work in 
government and private offices 
was back to normal, but schools 
stayed dosed because of flooding 
in some areas. 

An Agriculture Minis try official 
told reporters said the typhoon 
had hit crops, including com, 
worth nearly 160 million pesos 
($8 million) in the 12 northern 
provinces. 

Damage to roads,, bridges. 


buildings and power lines was put 
at 80 million pesos ($4 mfllon) 
while livestock losses ran to 20 
million pesos ($1 million). 

' The mountain resort town of 
Baguto, 200 kilometres north of 
Manite remained isolated jjecause 
erf landslides. 

Hong Kong’s Royal 
Observatory saia Peggy, with 
wards of 130 kilometres an hour, 
was about 260 kilometres south 
east of tile British colony this 
morning and was expected to hit 
land near Shantou in China’s 
Guangdong province Friday 
night. 

Offices aqd schools stayed open 
and flights attire colony’s Kai Tak 
Airport were on schedule, a 
government spokesman «iirt, 

Some ferry services were 
suspended and fishing boats were 
warned to seek shelter. Typhoon 
Ellen, tbe last major storm to lash 
Hong Kong, killed about 30' 
people in the colony and nearby 
Macao in September 1983. 


Malaysia adjourns case of missionaries 


KAJANG, Malaysia (R) — A 
court adjourned to next week the 
case of two New Zealand 
Christian missionaries charged 
with hurting a Malaysian Muslim’s 
religious feelings by saying the 
Koran and Islam were untrue. 

The court was to have resumed 
Friday after opening on 
Wednesday. The hearing was 
postponed to Monday because the 
prosecutor was involved in 
another case. 

Bail was extended for Qrant 
Terrence Nesdale, 28, of 
Hamilton, and Julian Mary 
Miessen, 27, of Grristchurch. 

Nesdale and Miessen were 
arrested on May 20 and freed on 


2000 ringgit ($760) bail each after 
pleading not guilty to charges of 
deliberately wounding the 
religious feelings of Mohammad 
Mahmood on May 15 at Kajang, 
25 kilometres south of the federal 
capital Kuala Lumpur. 

It is the first time the law has 
been invoked. Lawyers said it was 
a crimmal offence to try to convert 
a Muslim to another faith in 
Malaysia, where more than half 
the 16 million people are Muslims. 

Nesdale and Mressen belong to 
youth with a mission, an 


convicted they face up to a year in 
jafl, an unspecified fine or both. 

Mohammad told the court on 
Wednesday Nesdale and Miessen 
had shown him a book containing 
a passage that said the Koran and 
Islam were incorrect and 
unorjgiaaL 


’‘They raid Islam is not true, not 
original the Koran is not true and 
the Prophet Mohammad is not 
true. They said the truth is, Esa 
(Jesus) is God’s son,” Mohammad 
said. 


group which works t hr o u gh the 
of God Church. If 


Mohammad could not pinpoint 

by 


during cross-examination 
defence counsel 


Ershad: 1200 killed in Bangladesh guerrilla war 


DHAKA (R) — The bush war in 
southern Bangladesh between 
tribal guerrillas and security fiorres 
has daimed more than 1,200 lives 
in 10 years. President Hossaia 
Mo hamma d E rshad said 

He said the revolt in tbe 
Chittagong Hill Tracts was 
evaporating and could be stopped 
totally if tire opposition refused to 
make political use of the situation. 

Those killed included 1,000 
civilians and guerrillas and 213 
members of security forces, he 
told die new parliament’s opening 
session Tuesday. 

“But we can tackle the situation 
better if tbe opposition does not 
make insurgency a ganzbit towards 
its political end,” he added. 

His remarks were apparently 
stoked by a comment last week 
from opposition leader Sheikh 
Hasina Wajed that the 
government ought to accept the 
legitimate demands of the 
guerrillas. 


Government sources said she 

was supporting tim insurgents who 

want self-rule in 13,000 square 
kilometres of mountainous forests 
bordering India and Burma. 

The “Shanti Bahinf (peace 
force) rebels, are mainl y from the 
32 tries who have lived in the hfil 
tracts for centuries. They stepped 
up their campaign in 1972 when 
the government of Sheikh 
Mnjibur Rahman, Hasina’ s 
father, moved some 300,000 
Bengali-speaking settlers to the 
area to ease overcrowding on the 

plains . 

Police with submachine guns 
guarded parliament against 
demonstrators throwing petrol 
bombs as Gen. Ershad addressed 
Bangladesh's first elected 
assembly ini 6 years. 

Supporters of a seven-party 
' opposition group led by Begum 
Khaleda Zia threw at least 12 
petrol bombs during a battle with 
police, who used teargas to 


disperse about 2,000 
demonstrators. Police said there 
werano injuries. 

As Gen. Ershad spoke for 
nearly two hours, 92 of 102 
opposition and independent 
members who boycotted the 
session set up a “parallel 
parliament” and elected their own 


Hasina Wajed, who leads an 
eight-party coalition boycotting 
parliament, said the MPS would 
not sit until Gen. Ershad 
announced a date for removing 
martial law, winch has been in 
effect for four years.. 

. “Parliament and martial law 
cannot go together she told 
reporters outside the parliament 
building, adding the parallel 
parliament would continue to 
meet from time to time. 

Inside the bouse, Gen. Ershad 
outlined his government's past 
achievements and future policies. 
But he gave no timetable for 


liftin g martial law. 

The lone opposition member in 
the bouse," AlSJVL Abdur Rab of 
the radical National Socialist 
Party, asked that he bedesignated 
leader of opposition. But Speaker 
Shamsul Huda Chondhuiy turned 
down Mr. Rab's request because 
of the boycott 

“They (the opposition) may not 
come today. But they may come 
tomorrow. What shaD I do if they 
come bade?” Mr. Choudhury 
said. 

The government has already 
dedarod a month-long security 
alert around ; the pa rl iamen t 
buildings and prohibited the 
carrying of weapons in the area. 

Gen. Ershatf siatiya Party won 
206 seats in 330-member 
parliament inapoQon May 7. 

Gen. Ershad- Wednesday, 
reshuffled his cabinet and named' 
Mizanur Rahman Chpudhmy as 
prime minister. 



Robbers kill 2 
Bangladeshi policemen 


DHAKA (R) — Two poticemen 
were stabbed to death and two 
wounded when robbers attacked* 


said. They said the robbers 
jumped off into a field near 
Gopalganj after, snatching the 
policemen’s weapons and 
jewellery and cash from 
passengers. 


5 executed in China 


ZHENGZHOU, China (AP) - 
Five men were executed for 
murder or rape in Zhengzhou, the 
provincial capital of eastern 
China’s Henan province, 
according to an execution poster 
seen near Zhengzhou. The poster, 
seen this week, said the men were 
executed on June 27 after 
sentencing by the Zhengzhou 
intermedmte People’s Court. The 
normal method of execution is by 
a bullet in the bade of the head. 
Hie posters said four of the five 
had been convicted of murder, 
and the fifth of raping three young 
girts. An estimated, 10,000 people 
have been executed in China since 
an anti-crime «n«paign 
1983. 


m 


Miss Hungary 
commits suicide 


BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) - 
The 17-year-old Miss Hungary 
committed suicide by taking an 
overdose of heart medicine, the 
government newspaper Magyar 
HHap reported Friday. It said 
Andrea CriDa Mblnar was found 
dead' at her parents’ home in 
Foriybd, on Lake Balaton, after 
havmg taken an overdose of 
lidocam. Magyar Hiriap said the 
reason for her suicide was 
unknown. Miss Molnar last Oct. 5 
won the first beauty contest held 
in this country since before World 
War n. She finished third in the 
Miss Europe contest in Malta 
eady this year. As part of her 
prize, she visited Vienna and 
Cairo, and was to visit California 
thiw year at the invitation of a 
promoter these. ■ 


Boy George In 
psychiatric hospital 


LONDON (AP) — Pop singer 
Boy George was believed to be 
undergoing intensive treatment to 
shake a drug habit at a psychiatric 
hospital the British news agency 
Press Association has said. The' 
agency said tbe 25-year-old lead 
anger with the Culture Chib pop 
group was thought to be at St 
Andrews Hospital in 
Northampton, in the En glish 
midlands, which charges about 
£1,000 ($1,530) a week. The 
hospital has been used by many 
troubled show-business 
personalities. Hospital 
administrator David Harris 
refused to comment except to say, 
"people come here for privacy.” - 
Virgm Records, which produces 
Boy George's records, said 
Wednesday that die star was 
under round-the-clock medical 
supervision at an undisclosed 
location. Earlier Wednesday, the 
star’s friend, male pop singer 
Marilyn, appeared at London's 
Marylebone Magistrates Court 
Marilyn, whose real name- is Peter 
Robinson, was released without 


bail pending a further hea ring on a 
charge of possessing heroin. 
Police said they were seeking Boy 
George for questioning in the 
case. "The. police have been fully 
informed of the position. It would 
be greatly appreciated if the press . 
would leave Boy George alone for 
one month,” the statement from 
Virgin said. 


China warns 
live-in lovers 


PEKING (R) — China's legal 
authorities have said the number 
of couples living together outside 
marriage was .rising throughout 
the countty and wanted that they 
were breaking the law. Tbe official 
China Law newspaper said some 


of 


and morality were not 
ashamed of living together and 
even considered .cohabitation 
“glorious.” It added: “The 

number M. people Irving together 
is increasing all the time and 
something must be done about the 
problem. We .must increase 


understand that living together is 
against the law.” The paper gave 
no figures, but said tha t jjj some 
areas, 40 per cent of ^jbqrtions 
were carried out -on womenfiving 
illegally with a man. It hlamed the 
trend on the social disruption 
caused by the radical Qrftural 
Revolution of the late 1960s and 


had seeped into China since the 
l®Pcn - <Jpo x *’ policy began ~ 
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